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Introduction

Purpose of this document

This Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report (“the Report”) has been prepared on
behalf of The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”), as part of the application for a
Development Consent Order (DCO) (“the Application”) for The Droves Solar Farm (“the
Scheme”).

The Applicant proposes to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net
Zero (“the Secretary of State”) under the Planning Act 2008 (“the Act”).

In 2024, the government published two advisory documents relating to the Act.

* Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure
Projects? (“the Guidance”, published 30 April 2024); and

+ Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus® (“the
Prospectus”, published 16 May 2024 and last updated 30 June 2025)

These documents introduce an Adequacy of Consultation Milestone (AoCM) to the
application process, providing an opportunity for the Applicant to outline the stages of
consultation undertaken to date, confirm the approaches set out in the Statement of
Community Consultation (SoCC), and summarise the consultation responses and the way
in which they are shaping the application.

The Applicant must make a written submission to the Inspectorate as part of the AoCM.
Under Section 55(4)(b) of the Act, at the acceptance stage, the Planning Inspectorate will
seek formal views from local authorities about the adequacy of consultation. The Guidance
also states that the Report should include the views of, and any relevant supporting
material from, local authorities, if available.

The Applicant intends to submit this report no later than three months prior to the
submission date of November 2025, as set out in the Programme Document, which was
made available on the Scheme website from January 2025.

The Applicant has committed to early, meaningful consultation during the pre-application
stage. Engagement with the local community, elected representatives, parish councils,

" Planning Act 2008 — www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2008/29/contents

2 Planning Act 2008: Pre-application stage for Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/planning-act-2008-pre-application-stage-for-nationally-significant-
infrastructure-projects)

3 Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: 2024 Pre-application Prospectus
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-2024-pre-application-prospectus)

1
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1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.2.3

landowners and other stakeholders has informed the Applicant of concerns relating to the
project and shaped the proposals ahead of application submission.

This Report provides an overview of the engagement and consultation activities
undertaken to date and how these comply with the requirements of the Act.

The Applicant is providing this document to the Planning Inspectorate to demonstrate how
it has complied with the consultation and publicity requirements prescribed by Sections
42, 46, 47 and 48 of Act, associated provisions of The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (“the EIA Regulations”) and The
Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009
(“the APFP Regulations”) (as amended) and how the Applicant has had regard to
government guidance.

Scheme overview

The Scheme is a solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity generation and storage facility with an
expected power output of up to approximately 500 MWac. It is located on approximately
825 hectares of land and is situated on land north of Swaffham and south of Castle Acre,
West Norfolk.

The Scheme is wholly located within the administrative boundaries of Breckland Council
and Norfolk County Council, who are the host authorities.

The Droves Solar Farm will consist of:

» the Solar PV Site, which will include solar panels, mounting structures, conversion units
and inverters;

* A Customer Substation, which comprises electrical infrastructure such as
transformers, switchgear and metering equipment required to facilitate the export of
electricity up to 400-kV (kilovolt) from The Droves Solar Farm to the National Grid
Substation;

» A 400-kV National Grid Substation operated by National Grid Electricity Transmission
and associated grid connection infrastructure and other ancillary works required to
facilitate the export of electricity from the Scheme to the National Grid;

» A Battery Energy Storage System (BESS);

» Associated infrastructure, mitigation and enhancement measures and other ancillary
works, for example, enclosures and fencing, security, drainage, earthworks, highways
and access works, mitigation and enhancement measures, temporary works
compounds and work sites;

* Grid Connection Cables — 400-kV (kilovolt) cables connecting the Customer Substation
to the Point of Connection; and
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1.2.4

2.1

211

213

» Grid Connection Infrastructure — Underground and/or overhead lines, including the
construction of new pylons between the National Grid Substation and the Point of
Connection.

The proposed Development Consent Order (DCO) will, among other things, authorise:

» the construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the solar PV
electricity generating station and associated development including grid connection
and energy storage facility;

* compulsory acquisition of land, including interests in land, rights over land and
imposition of restrictions, powers to override, suspend or extinguish rights over land
and powers for the temporary use of land;

» the application, modification and/or disapplication of legislation including legislation
relating to compulsory purchase, and landlord and tenant; and

* such ancillary, incidental and consequential provisions, licences, property rights,
permits and consents as are necessary and/or convenient.

Consultation and engagement approach

Consultation approach

The Applicant has engaged with stakeholders and the community in line with the
requirements set out in the Act, along with the Guidance on pre-application consultation
published by the government, as well as the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Note on the
Consultation Report (August 2024)* on the role of local authorities in the development
consent process and Advice Note (September 2024)° on EIA notification and consultation.

The approach to consultation consists of two broad phases:

* initial engagement and early engagement workshops (non-statutory consultation) held
during the period August 2024—March 2025 and

» a statutory consultation period lasting seven weeks from Wednesday 21 May to
Wednesday 9 July 2025.

A summary of the initial engagement and early engagement workshops that took place as
part of the non-statutory consultation and the statutory consultation is provided in Section
2.3 and Section 2.4 respectively.

4 Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice for Local Authorities — GOV.UK —
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-advice-on-the-consultation-report
5 Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects: Advice on EIA Notification and Consultation — GOV.UK —
www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-advice-on-eia-notification-and-consultation

3
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2.2

2.21

222

223

Initial engagement

The primary aim of the Applicant’s initial engagement was to introduce the early-stage
proposals for the Scheme, including the early environmental assessments and site
selection work carried out to date.

As part of the initial engagement, the Applicant issued letters in August 2024 introducing
the Scheme to:

* Breckland Council;

* Norfolk County Council;

* Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk;

« Swaffham Town Council;

* host and neighbouring parish councils; and

* host and neighbouring constituency area MPs.

The letter invited stakeholders to an introductory briefing on the Scheme. The Applicant
met with local councillors from Breckland Council, Norfolk County Council, the Borough

Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, and host and neighbouring parish council
representatives. A summary of these introductory briefing meetings is shown in Table 1.

Table 1: Summary of introductory briefing meetings

Stakeholder attendees

ClIr Jacob Morton, Breckland Council
ClIr Jason Cole, Breckland Council

Wednesday 4 September Clir Helen Crane, Breckland Council

2z Clir Judy Anscombe, Breckland Council

ClIr Chris Dawson, Norfolk County Council

Clir Fabian Eagle, Norfolk County Council

ClIr Alice Rossi, Little Dunham Parish Council
Friday 6 September 2024
Clir Andy West, Holme Hale Parish Council

Monday 9 September 2024 | Clir Malcolm Parker, Little Dunham Parish Council
Clir Lindsey Beech, Swaffham Town Council

Clir Paul Dennis, Little Dunham Parish Council
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2.3

2.3.1

2.3.2

233

234

ClIr Stuart Barlow, Castle Acre Parish Council

Clir Simon Fowler, Little Dunham Parish Council

Wednesday 11 September @ Clir Susanne Lintern, Borough Council of King’s Lynn &
2024 West Norfolk

Wednesday 11 September Charlotte Cane, Member of Parliament for Ely and East
2024 Cambridgeshire

In addition to the introductory briefing meetings, the Applicant issued letters to near
neighbours, which are residential and commercial properties within 50 m of the proposed
development boundary for the Scheme (“the Site”).

Non-statutory consultation

The Applicant devised a non-statutory engagement approach which included a series of
issue-based workshops, rather than an exhibition-led model, to gather focused input from
stakeholders on specific technical and local issues. Alongside these workshops, a period
of ongoing engagement was maintained, enabling the Applicant to meet regularly with
stakeholders and adopt an iterative design process in which feedback was continually
taken into account.

In September and October 2024, the Applicant held these early-engagement workshops
with invited stakeholders, including local councils, community groups, and technical
consultees, to introduce the proposals for the Scheme and to identify key issues and
potential constraints in the local area. A full list of invited stakeholders is provided in
Appendix 1

These workshops took the form of a presentation by the project team, followed by a
collaborative masterplanning exercise between stakeholders and the Applicant, to capture
local knowledge and incorporate this into ongoing environmental assessments and design
development.

Two in-person workshops, providing an opportunity to discuss the proposals and raise
questions, were held with local councils and community groups. A summary of these
sessions is provided in Table 2.

Table 2: Summary of in-person engagement workshops

Workshop Attendees

Tuesday 17 September 2024, from 14:00
until 17:00, at the Dragonfly Hotel, King’s
Lynn

Robert Wade, Swaffham Climate Change
and Environment Group
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Tuesday 1 October 2024, from 17:00 until
20:00, at The George Hotel, Swaffham

ClIr Fraser Bateman, Necton Parish Council
CliIr Phil Hayton, Necton Parish Council

James Foster, Representative for South
Acre Parish

Alicia Lirola, Representative for South Acre
Parish

Clir Tim Hubbard, Chair, Castle Acre Parish
Council

Cllr Stuart Barlow, Castle Acre Parish
Council

Clir Malcolm Parker, Little Dunham Parish
Council

Cllir Susanne Lintern, Wissey Ward, King’s
Lynn & West Norfolk Borough Council

Clir Jim Moriarty, Airfield Ward, Borough
Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk

Clir Pallavi Devulapalli, Airfield Ward,
Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West
Norfolk; Campaign to Protect Rural England
(CPRE) Norfolk Trustee

Teresa Hudson, Access Field Officer, East
of England, British Horse Society

Simon Wood, Director of Planning and
Building Control, Breckland Council

Andrew D’Arcy, Principal Planning Policy
Officer, Breckland Council

Clir Malcolm Parker, Little Dunham Parish
Council

Dr Andy Scarlett, Chair, Holme Hale Parish
Council

Dr David Jones, Swaffham Methodist
Church

Robert Wade, Swaffham Climate Change
and Environment Group

Pippa Wade, Swaffham Climate Change
and Environment Group
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2.3.5

2.3.6

2.3.7

A number of technical stakeholders expressed an interest in participating but were unable
to attend in person. The Applicant therefore organised a series of online workshops to
discuss specific topic areas in greater detail.

These workshops, which used slides relevant to the technical disciplines from the
presentation given at the in-person events, were each followed by a Q&A session to
address any questions and gather further feedback. A summary of these sessions is
provided in Table 3.

Table 3: Summary of online technical workshops

Workshop Attendees

Sarah Luff, Strategic Flood Risk Planning

September 2024, from 10:00 until 12:00, Officer. Norfolk County Council
using Microsoft Teams

Water and Flood workshop: Tuesday 24

Planning, Community Benefit and Socio- Stephen Faulkner, Principal Planner,
Economic  workshop:  Tuesday 24 Norfolk County Council

September 2024, from 14:00 until 16:00,
using Microsoft Teams Sara Rushworth, INCREES Project, Norfolk

County Council

Rebecca Collins, Head of Development
Management, Norfolk County Council

Traffic and Transportation workshop: John Curtis, Norfolk County Council
Thursday 26 September 2024, from 10:00 o _
until 11:30, using Microsoft Teams Martin Dixon, Norfolk County Council

Ecology and Biodiversity workshop: Julie Cullis, Norfolk Wildlife Trust

Thursday 23 January 2025, from 10:00
until 11:00, using Microsoft Teams Sarah Eglington, Norfolk Wildlife Trust

The Applicant notes that the later Ecology and Biodiversity workshop was arranged to
discuss written feedback provided during the non-statutory consultation period on
materials presented as part of the early-engagement workshops.
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2.3.8

2.3.9

2.3.10

241

242

243

A Workshop Summary Report® was prepared by the Applicant, providing a summary of
the early engagement workshops, including feedback received. The report was shared
with stakeholders and uploaded to the Scheme website on Tuesday 3 December 2024.

To raise awareness of the Scheme, in October 2024, the Applicant also circulated an initial
newsletter to local communities (defined by a Primary Consultation Zone (“PCZ”)) of
approximately 5,760 residential and business addresses, as shown in Appendix 2).

The newsletter included information about the Scheme, such as an indicative timeline,
Site map and details on how to contact the project team — including the website, email
address and Freephone number — for those seeking further information. It was also made
available on the Scheme website.

Statutory consultation

In accordance with Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the Act, the Applicant has undertaken pre-
application consultation on the Scheme ahead of submission of the Application, with the
following consultees:

* Prescribed bodies (in accordance with Section 42(1)(a));

» Local authorities (in accordance with Section 42(1)(b) and as set out in Section 43(1));

» Those with an interest in the land (in accordance with Section 42(1)(d) and as set out
in Section 44);

+ Community and other organisations in the “vicinity” of the Site who may be affected
both directly and indirectly by the Scheme (in accordance with Section 47); and

» Wider communities and organisations (local, national and regional) in order to seek
their comments on the Scheme proposals (in accordance with Section 48).

The statutory consultation was held for seven weeks from Wednesday 21 May to
Wednesday 9 July 2025.

The consultation sought feedback on all aspects of the Applicant’s plans for the Scheme,
including:

* indicative masterplans identifying potential areas for the solar PV arrays, associated
development, and potential mitigation and enhancement opportunities;

* the Preliminary Environmental Information Report (PEIR), containing preliminary
assessments of the Scheme’s likely environmental effects associated with its
construction, operation and decommissioning;

6 https://drovessolarfarm.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/The-Droves-Solar-Farm-Workshop-Summary-

Report.pdf
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244

24.5

246

247

248

24.9

+ visualisations of the Scheme from selected viewpoints;

* issues associated with the construction and operation of the Scheme and proposed
mitigation measures; and

» possible community benefits, including funding for local initiatives.

The consultation also sought general feedback and other local issues or sensitivities that
the Applicant should be aware of.

Defining the Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) and identifying
consultees

The Applicant devised a new PCZ for statutory consultation, within the area of the host
local planning authority of Breckland Council and the neighbouring local planning authority
of the Borough Council of King's Lynn & West Norfolk, both of which are within Norfolk
County Council.

The PCZ extends up to two kilometres from the proposed Site, within which the solar PV
panels and associated development are proposed to be located, with additional
extensions around residential clusters, including:

« Swaffham;

* Narborough;

« West Acre;

» Castle Acre; and

» Sporle with Palgrave.

The PCZ was extended following the early-engagement workshops to account for
changes to the Site.

The extension of the PCZ was considered sufficient based on the anticipated impacts of
the Scheme, ensuring engagement with members of the community who may be directly
or indirectly affected during the construction, operation, maintenance or decommissioning
of the Scheme.

Figure 1 shows the PCZ for the statutory consultation. The PCZ contains approximately
7,000 residential and business addresses.

PINS reference: EN0110013
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2.4.10
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Figure 1: Statutory consultation PCZ

In addition to local residents and businesses in the vicinity of the Scheme (as defined by
the PCZ), the Applicant consulted with the following groups:
» landowners with an interest in land that may be affected by the Scheme;
+ statutory consultees, such as:
* Norfolk County Council;
* host parish councils;
* host and neighbouring local planning authorities;
+ technical stakeholders, such as the Environment Agency and Historic England;
+ airfields and aerodromes within the vicinity of the Site; and
* Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service.
* non-statutory consultees, such as:
* Members of Parliament;
* neighbouring parish councils;
» local government elected representatives;

» schools and colleges in the PCZ;
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2412

2413

2414

2.4.15

11

« Norfolk Wildlife Trust;

* local interest groups, including community groups, voluntary organisations and faith
communities;

* environmental groups in the PCZ; and

» organisations representing specific groups in society, such as Age UK Norfolk and
local disability groups.

A full list of consultees engaged as part of the statutory consultation, in accordance with
Section 47 of the Act, can be found in Appendix 3. A full list of statutory consultees
engaged as part of the statutory consultation, in accordance with Section 42 of the Act,
can be found in Appendix 4.

Publicising the consultation

Consultation was undertaken in line with the requirements of the Act and the APFP
Regulations.

According to the requirements in Section 42 and Section 48 of the Act, notices publicising
the proposed application were published once in a local, a national newspaper and The
London Gazette, and Section 42 consultees were notified via a Section 42 notice letter
and a Section 48 notice.

Regulation 4(2) of the APFP Regulations requires the Section 48 notice under the Act be
publicised once in a national newspaper and for at least two successive weeks in one or
more local newspapers circulating in the vicinity of the Scheme (see Appendix 4).

The Section 48 notices were advertised in the nationally circulating publications listed in
Table 4. The Section 48 notices were advertised in the locally circulating publication listed
in Table 5.

Table 4: National newspapers

Publication Date of notice

The Guardian Print and online Wednesday 14 May 2025

The London Gazette Print and online Wednesday 14 May 2025

Table 5: Local newspapers

Publication Date of notice one | Date of notice two

Wednesday 14 May Wednesday 21 May

Eastern Daily Press = Print and online 2025 2025
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2.4.16 Letters were issued to statutory consultees on Wednesday 14 May 2025, as required by
Section 42 of the Act.

2417 In addition to formal requirements under Section 48 and Section 42 of the Act, the
Applicant used a variety of methods to make people in the PCZ aware of the Scheme and
to advertise the consultation, in addition to the activities already outlined. These methods
are outlined in Table 6.

Table 6: Additional methods to promote the statutory consultation

A separate invitation, distinct from the Section 42 letters,
was issued to local planning authorities and host and
neighbouring parish councils on Wednesday 12 March
2025, inviting them to attend a pre-statutory consultation
briefing meeting.

Two briefing meetings were held for key members from

Norfolk County Council, Breckland Council and the

Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk on
Stakeholder briefings Tuesday 29 April 2025 and Thursday 8 May 2025.

Following a request for a briefing meeting, an invitation
was extended to Norfolk Fire and Rescue. A
representative attended the session held on Thursday 8
May 2025.

Two separate briefing meetings were held for relevant
representatives from host and neighbouring parish
councils on Tuesday 6 May 2025.

The Applicant issued a Consultation Newsletter to all

addresses in the PCZ on Friday 2 May 2025, providing

an overview of the Scheme and how to participate in the
Consultation Newsletter statutory consultation.

The Newsletter was uploaded to the Scheme website on
Tuesday 6 May 2025.

On Friday 9 May 2025, the Applicant circulated a copy of
the Consultation Leaflet (see Appendix 5) and Poster

Corenliaten  Lesfls 20 (see Appendix 6) to stakeholders via email.

Conguliien FogEy In the accompanying cover note, the Applicant invited

recipients to share the materials with their relevant
networks and contacts, at their discretion.
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Press release

Scheme website

Information point and
community collection points

Site notices

A copy of the Consultation Newsletter was also included,
with an offer to provide hard copies of the Consultation
Leaflet, Poster and Newsletter upon request.

The Consultation Poster and Leaflet were uploaded to
the Scheme website on Tuesday 6 May 2025.

A press release was issued via email to local and
national media outlets on Wednesday 14 May 2025.

The press release provided wider notification to local
stakeholders of the consultation events, reaching
stakeholders outside the PCZ.

The Scheme website was updated on Friday 9 May 2025
to announce the upcoming statutory consultation and
provide details on how to participate.

A further update was made on Tuesday 20 May 2025,
confirming that the statutory consultation was live from
Wednesday 21 May 2025.

Consultation materials were available to view at
Swaffham Library throughout the statutory consultation
period. Hard copies of the PEIR, the Non-Technical
Summary (NTS) of the PEIR, and the SoCC were
available for reference, while the Consultation
Information Booklet and Feedback Form were available
to take away.

The same materials, excluding the PEIR, were also
provided at two community collection points: Westacre
Theatre and Narborough Community Centre.

Notices were placed in publicly accessible locations (see
Appendix 7) within Site to provide notification of the
consultation.

The site notices were checked regularly throughout the
statutory consultation period and any damaged or
removed notices were replaced.

Engagement activities and information provision

2.4.18 During the statutory consultation, the Applicant used a range of methods to ensure an
inclusive, meaningful and open consultation. The consultation used digital and non-digital
methods of communication to ensure it could be accessed by all stakeholders.

13
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2.4.19

2.4.20

2.4.21

2.4.22

14

As part of the statutory consultation, the Applicant hosted four in-person consultation
events and two online webinars for members of the public to engage with. The list of the
consultation events can be found in Table 7.

Table 7: Statutory consultation events

Saturday 31 May 2025

11:00-17:00

Monday 2 June 2025

In-person consultation
event
In-person consultation
event

Sporle Community Centre, 78 The
Street, Sporle, King’s Lynn, PE32
2DR

Narborough Community Centre,
Chalk Lane, Narborough, King’s

10:00-14:00 Lynn, PE32 1SR

Thursday 5 June 2025
Online webinar Livestorm platform

12:30-13:30

Wednesday 11  June

Swaffham Assembly Rooms, 1

2028 g:,-gr?trson consultation Market Place Swaffham, Norfolk,
12:00-19:00 PE37 7AB

Friday 20 June 2025 In-person consultation = Westacre Theatre, River Road,
10:00—14:00 event West Acre, Norfolk, PE32 1UA
Wednesday 25 June

2025 Online webinar Livestorm platform

18:30-19:30

The Applicant notes that an additional “pop-up” event was held in Castle Acre on Thursday
12 June 2025. The event was arranged in response to concerns raised during the
pre-statutory consultation briefing meeting held on Tuesday 6 May 2025 (see Table 6)
about the absence of an in-person consultation event in Castle Acre, given its proximity to
the Scheme. Unlike the main in-person consultation events, no banners were displayed;
however, indicative masterplans were available for attendees to view and discuss with the
project team.

This event was not included in the SoCC as it was arranged after the SoCC had been
published.

To publicise the additional session, the Applicant prepared a leaflet which was shared with
Castle Acre Parish Council, uploaded to the Scheme website on Tuesday 3 June 2025
and displayed on local village noticeboards from Tuesday 27 May 2025.
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2.4.23 In addition to the consultation events, the Applicant met with local stakeholders to present
the proposals for the Scheme. Table 8 provides a list of the stakeholder briefings held
during the statutory consultation.

Table 8: Statutory consultation stakeholder briefing meetings

Representatives from

Norfolk County Council,

Breckland  Council, the

Borough Council of King’s @ Friday 30 May 2025 Site visit
Lynn & West Norfolk and

the Norfolk Local Access

Forum.

East.of SUEENE AiatEee Monday 9 June 2025 Online
Service

Norfolk Community .
Foundation Monday 30 June 2025 Online
King's Lynn u3a Climate .
Change Group Tuesday 1 July 2025 Online
Norfolk Wildlife Trust Wednesday 16 July 2025 Online

2.4.24 The Applicant notes a second email invitation was issued on Thursday 19 June 2025 to
non-statutory consultees identified as stakeholders most likely to have a direct interest in
the proposals, owing to local environmental, heritage, community and recreational
interests. The invitation encouraged participation in the statutory consultation and offered
the opportunity to attend a dedicated briefing meeting.

2.4.25 The Applicant also notes that the meeting held with Norfolk Wildlife Trust took place
outside the statutory consultation period, following an extension to the consultation
deadline to Friday 18 July 2025 to ensure the availability of relevant attendees.

2.4.26 The consultation materials used during the statutory consultation can be found in Table 9.
Throughout the statutory consultation, all materials were available to view on the Scheme
website.
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Table 9: Consultation materials

A Consultation Newsletter was posted to all addresses
in the PCZ. It provided an overview of the Scheme, the
consultation and how people can get involved.

Consultation Newsletter The Consultation Newsletter indicated where the other

consultation documents could be accessed and
publicised the consultation events, including locations,
dates and timing.

The Consultation Leaflet and Consultation Poster
detailed the statutory consultation dates, explained
where the consultation documents could be accessed,
and set out how members of the community could
participate.

Consultation Leaflet and
Consultation Poster

The Consultation Information Booklet provided a
summary of the Scheme and outlined how the design
had evolved since the non-statutory consultation,

vy —— including maps illustrating the Scheme layout.

Booklet It also included details of the public consultation events,

such as the dates, times and locations of the exhibitions
and webinars, as well as information on how to access
other materials.

Consultation Feedback Form The Feedback Form allowed consultees to provide
feedback on the Scheme. It could be completed
digitally via the Scheme website or in hard copy.

Exhibition materials Consultation events contained Exhibition Banners that
provided an overview of the Scheme.

A number of maps and plans, including the Indicative
Masterplan, were also available to view.

Preliminary Environmental The PEIR describes the Scheme and contains a
Information Report (PEIR) and preliminary assessment of the likely environmental
Non-Technical Summary (NTS) effects of the Scheme, along with an outline of
of the PEIR proposed measures to mitigate adverse effects.

A NTS of the PEIR was also provided as part of the
statutory consultation materials.
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Statement of Community The SoCC set out how the Applicant intended to consult
Consultation (SoCC) people living in the vicinity of the land that is needed for
the Scheme.

2.4.27 At the in-person consultation events, a range of materials were available for attendees to
view, including Exhibition Banners, the PEIR, the NTS of the PEIR, the SoCC, and a
selection of maps and plans. Information Booklets and Feedback Forms were provided for
attendees to take away, along with copies of the Consultation Poster and Consultation
Leaflet.

2.4.28 Consultation materials were made available in hard copy at the local information point and
designated community collection points for the duration of the statutory consultation.

2.4.29 Details of the information points and the availability of each document are set out in Table
10.

Table 10: Information point and community collection points

Materials to take | Reference

Designation

away materials
Consultation SoCC
Information Booklet
Swaffham Library Information point NTS
Feedback Form
PEIR
Consultation
Narborough Community Information Booklet SoCC
Community Centre | collection point NTS
Feedback Form
Westacre Theatre Community Consultation SoCC
collection point Information Booklet
NTS

Feedback Form

2.4.30 All consultation documents were available upon request in hard copy and in accessible
formats, such as braille or large print. Requests for a printed hard copy of the PEIR
(including in accessible formats) would have been considered on a case-by-case basis,
with a typical charge of £750 to cover printing and postage costs. Requests for individual
volumes would have been charged based on the cost per volume requested. No such
requests were received during the consultation period.

2.4.31 The enquiry channels listed in Table 11 were available throughout the consultation for
members of the community and other stakeholders to contact the project team, ask
questions, request further information or request printed copies of consultation materials
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and documents. These communication channels will continue to be active throughout the
pre-application period.

Table 11: Enquiry channels

Method Contact details Hours of operation

9:00 to 17:30 on weekdays (with an
Telephone 0800 0129 154 answerphone  facility to take
messages outside these hours)

Members of the public were able to
email 24 hours a day, with emails
being monitored between 9:00 and
17:30 on weekdays. The Community
Email info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk Relations team aimed to
acknowledge all emails received as
soon as practicable and endeavoured
to provide a substantive response
within 10 working days of receipt.

Post FREEPOST THE DROVES  Respondents were able to provide
SOLAR FARM their responses in written format via
the Freepost address.

Respondents were able to provide their responses in the following ways:

+ completing the feedback form online, which could be accessed via the Scheme
website: www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk;

» completing a printed feedback form, which could be collected from a consultation event,
local information point, community collection point or on request by contacting the
Community Relations Team. Completed forms could be handed to the project team at
events, scanned and emailed back to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk, or sent to
FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further details required).

* emailing comments to info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk; and
» writing to FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM (no stamp or further details

required).

A total of 118 responses were received during this round of engagement through the online
feedback form, hard-copy letters, emails and hard-copy feedback forms.
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Developing the Statement of Community
Consultation (SoCC)

Informal consultation on the SoCC

Ahead of conducting the statutory consultation, a SoCC was prepared, consulted on and
published following the process as prescribed in Section 47 of the Act.

The Applicant began early engagement on the SoCC with Planning Officers from Norfolk
County Council and Breckland Council in October and November 2024.

The Applicant introduced the SoCC and shared a high-level timeline for its preparation
and consultation during scheduled planning meetings on Tuesday 29 October 2024 and
Tuesday 26 November 2024. A draft outline was also shared via email with Planning
Officers as part of an informal consultation. Planning Officers met with the Applicant on
Tuesday 21 January 2025 to discuss the draft outline. The Applicant shared the revised
suggested outline with Planning Officers via email. An acknowledgement was received
from Norfolk County Council.

SoCC consultation

The Applicant identified Norfolk County Council and Breckland Council as relevant host
authorities under Section 43(1) of the Act. The Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West
Norfolk was also identified as a neighbouring authority which has a direct border with the
Site. These host and neighbouring authorities were formally consulted on the draft SoCC,
in accordance with Section 47 of the Act.

In accordance with Section 47 of the Act, the Applicant formally consulted the relevant
host and neighbouring authorities on the SoCC.

The draft SoCC was sent to Breckland Council, Norfolk County Council and the Borough
Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk on Wednesday 5 February 2025. This marked the
beginning of the 28-day formal consultation period, in compliance with the Act.

A deadline for responses was set for Thursday 6 March 2025. A reminder notification was
sent on Thursday 20 February 2025.

Breckland Council responded on Friday 21 February 2025 to confirm that they were
satisfied with the Applicant’'s overall approach to consultation. Their response also
included four comments for consideration.

The Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk responded on Monday 3 March 2025
with several comments for review. The Council expressed broad agreement with the
Applicant’s intended scope as set out in the draft SoCC.
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Norfolk County Council submitted their comments on Tuesday 4 March 2025. Norfolk
County Council welcomed the Applicant’s intended approach to engagement with local
communities across Norfolk. They also provided several comments for consideration.

The Applicant confirmed receipt of each response once received. A formal notification
email was shared upon the close of consultation on Thursday 6 March 2025.

Following the close of consultation, the Applicant reviewed and incorporated the feedback
received where practicable. The Applicant issued a formal response to identified host and
neighbouring authorities on Monday 31 March 2025.

The SoCC was made available online and at the local information point on Wednesday 23
April 2025, in line with the publication of the Section 47 notice. The Applicant also shared
a copy of the SoCC via email with stakeholders on Wednesday 23 April 2025.

A copy of the draft SoCC and the formal response letters issued to each authority via email
will be included in the Consultation Report submitted with the Application.

Tables 12-14 (below) detail all the feedback received from Breckland Council, Norfolk
County Council and the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, and the regard
had by the Applicant.

The Consultation Report and its supporting appendices will provide comprehensive
evidence of compliance with the SoCC consultation process, including details of how all
feedback was taken into account.

Table 12: Breckland Council response and actions taken

Section of SoCC Regard had

The Indicative PCZ map at
Appendix 2 shows the area
extending into King’s Lynn and
West  Norfolk. [Breckland
Council] would support that. At

8. Who we are
consulting

9. How we will
consult

Section 8 of the document the
PCZ is referenced as being
within the host authority of
Breckland. [Breckland Council]
think the text should reflect that
it includes the neighbouring
district as well. [Breckland
Council] [is] also pleased to
note that the PCZ includes all of
Swaffham.

| am pleased to see that
neighbouring, as well as host,
Parish and Town Councils

The Applicant amended the
SoCC to reflect that the PCZ
includes the neighbouring
Borough Council of King’s Lynn
& West Norfolk.

The Applicant updated the
SoCC to clarify that the
Borough Council of King’s Lynn
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9. How we will
consult

appear to be included within the
circulation list. | think it would
be beneficial to clarify that
member Briefings will include
not only Breckland and NCC
[Norfolk County Council] but
King’s Lynn and West Norfolk
as well. | would suggest that the
host Parishes and
neighbouring  Parishes are
briefed separately as well.

As well as Swaffham Library to
host hard copies of documents
| would suggest King’s Lynn,
Dereham or Fakenham
libraries as well as Parish
Council Offices and Swaffham
Town Council offices.

& West Norfolk would be invited
to briefing meetings alongside
Breckland Council and Norfolk
County Council.

The Applicant subsequently
held briefing meetings with key
members on Tuesday 29 April
and Thursday 8 May 2025.

The Applicant held separate
briefing meetings for host and
neighbouring parish councils on
Tuesday 6 and Thursday 8 May
2025.

The Applicant considered
Dereham Library and
Fakenham Library for hosting
consultation  materials and
determined that they were
located too far away and
outside the PCZ, and therefore
would not be accessible or
convenient for consultees.

The Applicant considered, but
did not take forward, the use of
Swaffham Town Council
offices, as these would have
duplicated the function of the
Swaffham Library. Similarly,
parish council offices were not
used as local information
points, as opening hours were
not consistent enough to
ensure reliable public access.

Table 13: Norfolk County Council response and actions taken

Section of SoCC Regard had

6.1 Early
engagement

The County Council would like
to see further information on
which stakeholders were
engaged with, as mentioned in
section 6.1; it isn't clear
whether this included the
groups listed in Appendix 1. Itis

The Applicant updated the
SoCC to reflect those invited to
introductory briefing meetings.

Additionally, the  Applicant
clarified the recipients of the
near-neighbour letter as those
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6.2 Approach to
consultation

7.1 Early-
engagement
workshops

8. Who we are
consulting

8. Who we are
consulting

also unclear whether the letters
sent to neighbours are the
same as the 5,760 addresses
who received the newsletter. It
would be helpful to append the
content of the letter and
newsletter they received.

The County Council would like
to see the consultation period,
currently listed as 6 weeks,
extended to an 8—10-week
period to allow adequate time
for the County Council to fully
assess its statutory functions
as the Highway Authority,
Lead Local Flood Authority,
Public Health, Mineral and
Waste Planning, Economic
Development, Historic
Environment etc. In addition,
there is a Bank Holiday during
the consultation period
reducing the number of
working days.

It would be helpful to include as
an appendix the information
presented at the engagement
workshops, referred to in
section 7.1.

The County Council would like
to be named as a statutory
consultee in section 8.

The Norfolk Fire and Rescue
Service request they are added
as a non-statutory consultee, in
the list of non-statutory

within 50 meters of the Site,
and the newsletter as those
within the PCZ.

It was decided not to append
the newsletter, as some of the
information became out of date;
however, it was made available
on the Scheme website.

Taking into account the
Council’s comments, and in
recognition of public holidays
during the consultation period
and the potential cumulative
impacts of other developments,
the Applicant extended the
consultation period to seven
weeks.

The statutory consultation
subsequently ran from
Wednesday 21 May 2025 until
23:59 on Wednesday 9 July
2025.

The materials presented at the
engagement workshops were
made available on the Scheme
website and were signposted in
the SoCC.

Given the volume of materials —
including detailed maps and a
presentation - it was not
considered practical to include
them as an appendix to the
SoCC.

The Applicant named Norfolk
County Council as a statutory
consultee.

The Applicant considers that
the Norfolk Fire and Rescue
Service is a statutory consultee
under the APFP Regulations
and therefore included them
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8. Who we are
consulting

N/A

consultees referred to in

section 8.

The Norfolk County Council
Skills team are pleased to see
that schools and colleges in the
relevant area will be consulted,
as mentioned in section 8. The
Skills team would also like to
see further engagement for
skills and employment, either
through a dedicated
employment and skills
session/workshop within this
phase of engagement, or by
consulting more widely with the
Skills team, local colleges and
the Local Skills Improvement
Plans (LSIP) to understand the
local skills context. Consulting
further at this stage will better

inform the Socio-Economic
section of the Preliminary
Environmental Information
Report (PEIR), and the
Environmental Impact

Assessment (EIA) on workforce
development in due course.

Where possible, the County
Council requests early sight of
consultations such as the PEIR
and NTS ahead of the formal
consultation, to allow as much
time as possible to assess the
documents, prepare its
response and go through the
County Council’'s reporting
mechanisms. The  County
Council would be willing to sign

accordingly in the updated
wording.

The Applicant is preparing an
Employment and Skills
Strategy to be submitted as part
of the Application. To support
this, an Employment and Skills
workshop was held, with
representatives from Norfolk
County Council, Breckland
Council, and the Borough
Council of King’s Lynn & West
Norfolk invited to attend.

The Applicant will continue to
engage with relevant
stakeholders, including the
Norfolk County Council Skills
Team, local colleges, and other
key organisations, to identify
issues and opportunities and
explore how the Scheme can
support existing programmes
and maximise local
opportunities.

The Applicant is also assessing
workforce requirements across
all phases of the Scheme. The
outcomes of this assessment,
together with findings from
ongoing engagement, will be
reported in the Employment
and Skills Strategy and the
Environmental Statement (ES),
which will be submitted as part
of the Application.

The Applicant shared a digital
copy of the PIER, via the
Council’'s internal SharePoint
site on Tuesday 20 June 2025.

The Applicant acknowledged
the County Council’s
willingness to sign a non-
disclosure  agreement, but
considered this unnecessary
given the working relationship
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9. How we will
consult

Appendix 1

Appendix 2

a non-disclosure agreement
(NDA) where appropriate.

The County Council is pleased
with the number and location of
consultation events proposed.

The Council suggests the
events are not scheduled
during May half term as this
may limit numbers that can
attend.

The local interest groups listed
in Appendix 1 appears to be a
list of all groups, rather than
focused on those that are local
to the scheme and/or would
have a particular interest in the
proposals.

A key for the map of the
indicative primary consultation
zone (Appendix 2) would be
helpful to wunderstand what
certain areas refer to, for
instance the purple stars and
yellow shaded areas.

and ongoing engagement
between the parties.

The Applicant understood that
the May half-term holiday was
scheduled between Monday 26
and Friday 30 May 2025, but
also recognised that holiday
schedules vary between
schools.

The consultation events were
therefore scheduled at a range
of times, including later dates in
June, to accommodate this and
maximise overall attendance
throughout the consultation
period.

The Applicant revised the list of
Local Interest Groups to better
reflect those that are either
directly affected by or have a
particular interest in the
proposals for the Scheme.

The updated list can be found in
Appendix 1 of the SoCC.

The Applicant amended the
map to include a Legend that
clarified areas referred to.

Table 14: Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk response and actions

taken

Section of SoCC Regard had

The Applicant recognises the
importance of assessing and

7. Non-statutory
consultation

Please can you ensure that
consideration is given to areas
outside the PCZ in Appendix 2,
particularly in regard to areas
impacted by other NSIP
schemes — for example High

communicating the potential
cumulative impacts of
development. Engagement

was undertaken with RWE
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8. Who we are
consulting

10. Promoting the
consultation

Grove Solar. The effects of the
schemes in combination may
warrant broader consultation.

We request that Host and
Neighbouring Parish Councils
are specifically included within
Section 8. As it stands, Castle
Acre Parish Council is excluded
from the document and is not
included either in the main text
or Appendix 1. Castle Acre
Parish Council is an important
consultee given the proximity of
the site and impacts on their
area.

In  Section 10, for your
reference, we would normally
expect notices in publications
to include the Eastern Daily
Press (EDP), Lynn News, and
Your Local News.

regarding the
High Grove Solar Farm,
resulting in a joint statutory
consultation exhibition banner
and map. These materials
illustrated both schemes and
explained to stakeholders how
to participate in the respective
statutory consultations.

neighbouring

The Applicant also
implemented a number of
outreach measures, including a
press release, to ensure that
those outside the PCZ were

notified of the  statutory
consultation and given the
opportunity to provide

feedback.

In addition, a cumulative impact
assessment was produced as
part of the PEIR, evaluating the
potential cumulative impacts of
the Scheme alongside other
NSIP schemes, such as High
Grove Solar Farm, as well as
other developments.

The Applicant agrees and
amended the SoCC to include
explicit reference to
neighbouring parish Councils.

The Applicant subsequently
consulted with Castle Acre
Parish Council.

The Applicant noted this and
considered the suggested
publications. A decision was
made based on distribution in
relation to the PCZ, with the
Applicant determining that the
Eastern Daily Press provided
sufficient coverage to
effectively engage the PCZ.
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The Section 47 notice was
published in print and online in
the Eastern Daily Press.

The Section 48 notices were
published in print and online in
the Eastern Daily Press.

Publicity under Section 47 of the Act

In compliance with the publicity requirements of Section 47(6) of the Act, the SoCC was
publicised in a locally circulating newspaper in advance of the statutory consultation
beginning and the issuing of the Section 48 notice.

This notice provided information on how the Applicant intended to engage with
stakeholders and local communities during the upcoming seven-week statutory
consultation.

The Section 47 notice was published in print and online in the Eastern Daily Press on
Wednesday 23 April 2025 (see Appendix 9).

The Applicant notes that the publication date of the Section 47 notice was agreed in
consultation with Norfolk County Council, to provide clarity for stakeholders and to take
account of the proximity of the Scheme to RWE’s High Grove Solar Farm, also located
within Breckland District.

To distinguish the two schemes, the Applicant coordinated the timing of its SoCC
publication with RWE, ensuring both were published in the same week. This approach
was intended to minimise confusion within local communities by making clear that the
schemes were separate and subject to distinct consultation processes.

The Applicant continues to work in collaboration with RWE to co-ordinate planned
engagement activities.

A printed copy of the SoCC was displayed at the following local information point and
community collection points from Wednesday 23 April 2025:

+ Swaffham Library;

* Westacre Theatre; and

* Narborough Community Centre.

The SoCC was available to view at each of the four consultation in-person events during

the statutory consultation period, and a digital version was available to view and download
from the Scheme website from Wednesday 23 April 2025.
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3.4 Compliance with the SoCC

3.4.1 The table below shows how the statutory consultation held between Wednesday 21 May
and Wednesday 9 July 2025 was undertaken in compliance with the commitments set out
in the SoCC, as per the requirements of Section 47(7) of the Act.

3.4.2 The Consultation Report and its supporting appendices will include all evidence of
compliance.

Table 15: SoCC commitments and evidence of compliance

Section
of Commitment made Evidence of compliance

SoCC

Comments were received from
Breckland Council, Norfolk County
Consulted and had regard for council and the Borough Council of

comments on the SoCC from: King’s Lynn & West Norfolk.
N/A * Breckland Council; The Applicant had regard to all
+ Norfolk County Council; and comments and incorporated changes to

. o the SoCC where practicable. The

* Borough Council of King’s Lynn ' applicant sent each authority a formal

& West Norfolk response to outline how each comment
had been considered.

The Applicant is committed to continued
engagement with stakeholders.

Early engagement began in August
2024, and included introductory briefing
meetings with local political
representatives, and an initial newsletter
posted to local communities included in
the first iteration of the PCZ. The
Applicant also held a series of early-
engagement workshops in September

The approach to consultation
consists of two phases:

* ongoing engagement and early
engagement workshops (non-

6.2 statutory consultation) held
during  September-October 2024 and October 2024.
2024; and

Further details about early engagement
* a statutory consultation period = activities, and how the Applicant had
lasting seven weeks in summer  regard to the feedback received, can be
2025. found in Section 6 and Section 7 of the
SoCC.

A seven-week statutory consultation

was held between Wednesday 21 May
2025 and Wednesday 9 July 2025.
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We have devised a Primary
Consultation Zone (PCZ) for the
statutory consultation within the
area of the host local planning
authority of Breckland Council and
the neighbouring local planning
authority of the Borough Council of
King’'s Lynn & West Norfolk. The
PCZ is shown in Appendix 2. The
area extends up to two kilometres
from the proposed site boundaries
(within which the solar PV arrays
and associated development
would be located) with additional
extensions around residential
clusters, including:

« Swaffham;

* Narborough;

 West Acre;

+ Castle Acre; and

» Sporle with Palgrave.

The PCZ was extended following
our early-engagement workshops
to account for changes to the
Site’s red-line boundary. It is
considered sufficient to engage
with  members of the local
community who may be directly or
indirectly impacted by the Scheme
as a result of its construction,
operation, maintenance or
decommissioning. The PCZ
contains  approximately 7,000
residential and business
addresses.

In addition to local residents and
businesses in the PCZ, we will
also be consulting the following
groups:

landowners with an interest in land
that may be affected by the
Scheme;

statutory consultees, such as:

* Norfolk County Council;

The PCZ was extended following early-
engagement and non-statutory
consultation to account for changes to
the Site.

The PCZ was extended from
approximately 5,760 addresses to
approximately 7,000 addresses. The
revised PCZ extended 2 km from the
Site with additional extensions around
residential clusters in proximity to the
Site.

The PCZ was included in the SoCC and
agreed with Breckland Council, Norfolk
County Council and the Borough Council
of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk during the
SoCC consultation in February—March
2025.

The PCZ was used to inform both the
scope of the statutory consultation and
the selection of event locations, with in-
person events held at venues within the
PCZ to ensure accessibility for affected
communities. A Consultation Newsletter
was also posted to all addresses in the
revised PCZ on Tuesday 6 May 2025.

All consultee groups were contacted as
part of the statutory consultation.

Landowners with an interest in land that
may be affected by the Scheme were
notified and invited to participate in the
statutory consultation on Thursday 15
May 2025, ahead of the launch on
Wednesday 21 May 2025.

Non-statutory consultees were notified

and invited to participate in the statutory
consultation on Thursday 15 May 2025,
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host parish councils;

host and neighbouring local
planning authorities;

technical stakeholders, such as
the Environment Agency and
Historic England;

airfields and aerodromes within
the vicinity of the Site; and

Norfolk  Fire
Service.

and Rescue

non-statutory consultees, such as:

o community

Members of Parliament;
neighbouring parish councils;

local government elected

representatives;

schools and colleges in the
PCZz,

Norfolk Wildlife Trust; and

local interest groups (see
Appendix 3), including:

groups,
voluntary organisations and
faith communities;

o environmental groups in the

PCZ; and

o organisations representing

specific groups in society,
such as Age Concern UK
Norfolk and local disability
groups.

We will also ask parish councils
and parish meetings to publicise

the

consultation on their

noticeboards.

ahead of the launch on Wednesday 21
May 2025. A full list of consultees who
received an invitation can be found in
Appendix 3.

The Consultation Newsletter and
Consultation Leaflet and Poster were
sent to host and neighbouring parish
councils via email on Friday 9 May 2025.

In the accompanying cover note, it was
suggested that councils share the
materials within their networks and
display them on local noticeboards;
however, this was left to their discretion.
The Applicant also noted hard copies
could be provided upon request.
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9
(Table 3)

9
(Table 3)

We will invite key members and
local political representatives from
Breckland Council, Norfolk County
Council and the Borough Council
of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk to
an introductory briefing ahead of
the public launch of the statutory
consultation. The timing of these
meetings will be based on
expressions of interest; however,
we will aim to arrange them at the
convenience of participants.

We will invite local political
representatives from host and
neighbouring parish councils to
attend an introductory briefing
meeting ahead of the public
launch of the statutory
consultation.

These meetings will be held
separately from those scheduled
for Breckland Council, Norfolk
County Council and the Borough
Council of King’s Lynn & West
Norfolk.

The Applicant invited key members and
local political representatives from
Norfolk County Council, Breckland
Council and the Borough Council of
King’s Lynn and West Norfolk to an
introductory briefing on Wednesday 12
March 2025.

The invitation letter included several
suggested dates and times, and invited
stakeholders to register their interest
and preference by email.

A follow-up email was sent on
Wednesday 26 March 2025 to remind
stakeholders to share their interest and
preferences for the briefing.

Based on the preferences expressed by
respondents, the Applicant finalised two
dates and times for the introductory
briefing meetings. These were shared
with everyone who had registered their
interest, on Monday 7 April 2025.

The briefings were held on:

» Tuesday 29 April 2025 09:30-10:30;
and

* Thursday 8 May 2025 12:30-13:30.

The briefings were attended by 10
representatives from Breckland Council
and Norfolk County Council.

Representatives from host and
neighbouring parish councils were
invited to a statutory consultation

briefing meeting on Wednesday 9 April
2025.

Based on expressed preference, the
Applicant shared two virtual briefing
slots for parish councils to register for.

The briefings were held via Microsoft
Teams on Tuesday 6 May 2025 at
12:30-13:30 and 18:30-19:30.

The briefings were attended by

representatives from Castle Acre Parish
Council, Necton Parish Council, Sporle
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We will be holding four
consultation events at locations
within or in the immediate vicinity
of the PCZ that are accessible by
public and private transport. They
will be advertised in consultation
leaflets, in the local media and at
the local information point.

Members of the project team will
be at these events to discuss the
proposal in more detail and to
answer any questions. Hard
copies of selected materials will
also be available to view and take
away, with all materials available
in digital format via the website.

The locations of the events are as
follows:

» Sporle Community Centre, 78
The Street, Sporle, King’s Lynn
PE32 2DR - Saturday 31 May
2025, 11:00-17:00;

* Narborough Community
Centre, Chalk Lane,
Narborough PE32 1SR -

Monday 2 June 2025, 10:00—
14:00;

+ Swaffham Assembly Rooms, 1
Market Place Swaffham, PE37
7AB — Wednesday 11 June
2025, 12:00-19:00; and

* Westacre Theatre, River Road,
West Acre, King’s Lynn PE32
1UA — Friday 20 June 2025,
10:00-14:00.

Events will be held on a range of
days and times, including during

with Palgrave Parish Council and South
Acre Parish Council.

A request for an additional in-person
consultation event in Castle Acre from
Castle Acre Parish Council was
subsequently actioned by the Applicant.
The additional event was held at the
Castle Acre Village Hall on 12 June
2025, from 17:30-19:30.

Four in-person consultation events were
scheduled at accessible locations within
the PCZ. The events were held as
follows:

» Saturday, 31 May 2025, 11:00-17:00
at Sporle Community Centre, 78 The
Street, Sporle, King’'s Lynn PE32
2DR;

* Monday, 2 June 2025, 10:00-14:00
at Narborough Community Centre,
Chalk Lane, Narborough PE32 1SR;

* Wednesday, 11 June 2025, 12:00-
19:00 at Swaffham Assembly
Rooms, 1 Market Place, Swaffham
PE37 7AB; and

» Friday, 20 June 2025, 10:00-14:00 at
Westacre Theatre, River Road, West
Acre, King’s Lynn PE32 1UA.

In total, the four planned statutory
consultation events were attended by 91
people.

A request for an additional consultation
event in Castle Acre from Castle Acre
Parish Council was actioned by the
Applicant. The event was held at the
Castle Acre Village Hall on 12 June
2025, from 16:00-19:00.

The additional Castle Acre event was
attended by 68 people, including
representatives from Castle Acre Parish
Council.

Ahead of the events the Applicant
confirmed that the venues were
accessible by public transport and that
parking was available directly outside
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the evening and at weekends, to
accommodate different schedules.

If for any reason these events
need to be rearranged, this will be
communicated on the Scheme
website, to key stakeholders and
those who have registered to
receive updates on the Scheme
via the mailing list.

Two webinars will be held for
stakeholders to join via telephone
or online via Livestorm, an online
web conferencing platform for
webinars and virtual meetings.

Attendees of the webinars will be
able to ask questions that will be
answered by the project team
during the webinar. Questions will
be answered following the
presentation and within the time
available. Any remaining
unanswered questions will be
answered in writing after the
event, if the participant contacts
the Community Relations team to
resubmit the question.

The webinar sessions will be
hosted at times in the day and in
the evening to accommodate
different schedules.

The dates and times of the
webinars are as follows:

* Thursday 5 June 2025, 12:30—-
13:30; and

» Wednesday 25 June 2025,
16:30-19:30.

We will require attendees to
register for these online events in
advance via the automated

each venue to accommodate those
using private transport.

Members of the project team were
present to answer questions and
concerns directly. If they were unable to
provide an answer on the day, attendees
were encouraged to contact the project
team via the Community Relations
mechanisms (email, Freephone and
Freepost).

No consultation events required
rearrangement. As a result, there was no
need to notify stakeholders, the mailing
list or make updates to the Scheme
website in this regard.

Two webinars were held using the
Livestorm platform:

* Thursday 5 June 2025, 12:30-13:30;
and

* Wednesday 25 June 2025, 18:30-
19:30.

Instructions on how to register for the
webinars, and the registration links,
were available under the “Consultation
by Collaboration” section of the Scheme
website. This section was updated
ahead of the statutory consultation on
Tuesday 20 May 2025.

A link to this page was also shared
directly with a stakeholder who enquired
via the Community Relations inbox.

The Livestorm platform was accessible
via web browser and would not normally
require  attendees to  download
additional software.

The webinars were at lunch time and
after work to accommodate the needs of
those in employment, in working families
or with other commitments during
standard working hours.

To ensure accessibility, arrangements

were made for participants to join the
webinars via telephone, where required.
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registration form on the Livestorm
website. The link to the registration
form for the webinars will be
available on the Scheme website.

Instructions on how to register and
attend the webinars will also be
provided on the Scheme website.
The webinars will be accessible
via web browser and will not
normally require attendees to
download additional software.

If for any reason these webinars
need to be rearranged, this will be
communicated on the Scheme
website, to key stakeholders and
those who have registered to
receive updates on the Scheme
via the mailing list.

Hard copies of the Consultation
Information Booklet and the
Consultation Feedback Form will
be available to take away from the
following local information point:
Swaffham Library, The Pightle,
Swaffham PE37 7DF.

Printed reference copies of the
SoCC, PEIR and NTS will also be
available to view.

Electronic copies of the SoCC,
PEIR and NTS will be available to
view and download.

Although access to the computer
at the library is free, a membership
for the library may be required.

During each webinar session, the project
team delivered a presentation that
mirrored the information displayed on
the Exhibition Banners displayed during
the in-person consultation events.

A  dedicated question-and-answer
session followed the presentation,
during which members of the project
team were available to address queries
within the allocated time.

The Community Relations Team
received one follow-up enquiry, which
was responded to by the Community
Relations team.

Hard copies of the Consultation
Information Booklet, Feedback Form,
Consultation Leaflet, Consultation
Poster, SoCC, NTS of the PEIR and
PEIR were distributed ahead of the start
of statutory consultation to the following
information point:

» Swaffham Library.

Hard copies of the Consultation
Information Booklet, Feedback Form,
Consultation Leaflet, Consultation
Poster, SoCC and NTS were also
distributed ahead of the start of statutory
consultation to two community collection
points:

* Narborough Community Centre; and
* Westacre Theatre.

Confirmation of delivery to each location
was received on Tuesday 20 May 2025
via postal tracking. Further confirmation
was received from each location during
the statutory consultation period.

Narborough Community Centre and
Westacre Theatre shared confirmation
via email, with photographic evidence,
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on Wednesday 21 May 2025 and
Thursday 22 May 2025, respectively.

Swaffham Library confirmed that all the
consultation  materials had been
received via email on Friday 23 May
2025, with photographic evidence
shared on Monday 23 June 2025.

The opportunity was also taken to
replenish the supply of materials at the
information  point and community
collection points.

On Monday 2 June 2025, following the
event at Narborough Community
Centre, it was noted that the SoCC was
missing. This was replaced following the
event by the Applicant.

Additional  Consultation  Information
Booklets and Feedback Forms were
distributed to Swaffham Library on
Monday 23 June 2025. This distribution
ensured that the availability of the
materials continued throughout the
statutory consultation period.

Narborough Community Centre
confirmed via email that the NTS of the
PEIR was missing on Wednesday 18
June 2025. An additional reference hard
copy was subsequently distributed to
Narborough Community Centre on
Wednesday 25 June 2025, following an
additional print run.

During the event at Westacre Theatre on
Friday 20 June 2025, the Applicant
confirmed that all materials were
available at the venue.

The Applicant was informed of a
temporary closure to Swaffham Library
owing to planned refurbishment. The
Applicant was notified via email on
Friday 23 May 2025.

Swaffham Library was closed from
Friday 6 June 2025 to Sunday 15 June
2025 and reopened to the public on
Monday 16 June 2025.
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Stakeholders will also be able to
request hard copies of selected
consultation materials to be sent to

them free of charge. The

consultation materials that will be

available free of charge, upon

request, are:

+ SoCC;

» Consultation Information
Booklet;

e Consultation Feedback Form;
* Consultation Newsletter; and
 NTS.

A hard copy of the PEIR can be
provided on request, though there
will be a cost associated with this.
The cost of printing the PEIR is yet
to be confirmed.

Despite the unforeseen closure, the
Applicant retained the commitment to
ensuring the availability of materials over
a period in excess of 28 days. The
Community Relations Team did not
receive any requests indicating that
stakeholders had experienced
difficulties accessing materials or
submitting feedback as a result of the
closure. The Applicant notes that a
discretionary extension would have
been considered had any such issues
been raised. The Applicant also notes
that the closure was advertised via the
library’s website.

Electronic copies of all the statutory
consultation materials, including the
SoCC, PEIR and NTS, were available to
view and download online via the
Scheme website from Tuesday 20 May
2025. Free computer access was
available at the local information point,
Swaffham Library, for registered library
members.

The Applicant received seven requests
for hard-copy consultation information
materials during the statutory
consultation period.

Stakeholders requested hard copies of
the NTS of the PEIR, SoCC and
Feedback Form. All requests were
honoured and the hard copy materials
were distributed by post free of charge.

All  consultation  documents were
available upon request in hard copy and
in accessible formats, such as braille or
large print. Requests for a printed hard
copy of the PEIR (including in accessible
formats) would have been considered on
a case-by-case basis, with a typical
charge of £750 to cover printing and
postage costs. Requests for individual
volumes would have been charged
based on the cost per volume requested.
No such requests were received during
the consultation period.

Details of the availability of materials and
how to request them were included on
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The Scheme website
(www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk) s
live and will be updated to
publicise the statutory consultation
and how to find out more
information and provide feedback.

All statutory consultation
documents (mentioned above) will
be presented digitally and
available for download, free of
charge, from the website.
Information made available at the
consultation events will also be
published on the website.

The Consultation Information
Booklet will contain a summary of
the proposals for the Scheme and
how the design has developed
following the non-statutory
consultation, including  maps
illustrating the Scheme design.

It will also contain information on
the public consultation events,
such as the date, time and location
of the exhibitions and webinars. It

the Scheme website under “Further
information” on the “Consultation by
collaboration” page.

The Scheme website was updated to
publicise the statutory consultation, and
how to find out more information and
provide feedback, on Friday 9 May 2025.

An additional update on Tuesday 20
May 2025 confirmed the statutory
consultation was live from Wednesday
21 May 2025.

All statutory consultation materials were
available to view and download from the
“‘Documents” page of the Scheme
website on Tuesday 20 May 2025, one
day ahead of the launch of the seven-
week statutory consultation period.

These included:

» statutory consultation materials,
including promotional materials and
those displayed at the events;

» indicative masterplans that were
printed and shared at the events;

+ the PEIR, divided by Volume and
Chapter, and the NTS of the PEIR;
and

+ the SoCC.

The “Documents” page of the Scheme
website was also updated on Friday 23
May 2025 to include the Castle Acre
Consultation Event Leaflet to support its
promotion.

The Consultation Information Booklet
was prepared ahead of the start of
statutory consultation.

It was distributed to the local information
point and community collection points to
view and take away. It was also
available at the in-person consultation
events and was available to view and
download from the Scheme website.
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will also provide details of the local

information point
consultation materials.

hosting

The Consultation Information Booklet
included the following sections:

introduction to the Scheme, and the
consultation and planning process;

about Island Green Power;
the need for the Scheme;

Site evaluation and selection
process;

a summary of early-stage and
ongoing engagement activities;

a summary of key themes identified
during early-stage workshops;

a summary of how the Applicant has
used early-stage feedback to refine
the design proposals and
masterplanning process;

Island Green Power design principles
project-level design principles;
masterplanning strategies;

Indicative Masterplan;

the story of The Droves;

Scheme description;

infographic detailing how a solar farm
works;

information about the construction,
operation and decommissioning
phases of the Scheme;

an overview of the EIA process;

summaries of selected PEIR
chapters (including landscape and
visual,  cultural heritage  and
archaeology, and ecology and
biodiversity);

community benefit;

how to take part in the statutory
consultation (including times, dates
and locations of in-person events and
online webinars);

how to access hard copies of the
consultation materials;

statutory  consultation = document
guide and glossary;
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An online form will allow
consultees to provide feedback on
the Scheme. This will be
accessible via the Scheme
website.

The form will be available in hard
copy on request, at in-person
consultation events and at the
information point. Completed hard
copies can be returned to the

project team at consultation
events or via Royal Mail -
FREEPOST THE DROVES

SOLAR FARM (no stamp or
further details required).

The PEIR will describe the
Scheme and contain a preliminary
assessment of the potential
significant environmental effects
and an outline of measures to
mitigate adverse effects.

The PEIR will be based on
information available at that time,
but the assessments will be
developed once further detail is
available (such as further survey
work) and reported within an ES

 what happens after the statutory
consultation;

* an indicative project timeline from
submission onwards;

e details of how to contact the
Community Relations Team; and

* a QR code to direct readers to the
Scheme website.

An online Feedback Form was available
on the Scheme website from the launch
of statutory consultation on Wednesday
21 May 2025 until 23:59 on Wednesday
9 July 2025.

Feedback Forms were available to take
away from in-person consultation
events, the information point and the
community collection points throughout
the statutory consultation period.

Additional copies of the Feedback Form
were distributed to stakeholders upon
request.

The project team received hard copies of
the completed Feedback Forms via
Freepost throughout the statutory
consultation period.

An additional discretionary period of 10
days following the close of the statutory
consultation was honoured by the
Applicant to allow for late submissions
via post.

The PEIR provided a detailed Scheme
description, outlined preliminary EIA
findings and identified the proposed
mitigation measures to reduce, enhance
and manage the effects the Scheme
may have on the environment. The PEIR
was available to view and download on
the Scheme website from the launch of
statutory consultation on Wednesday 21
May 2025.

A reference copy of the PEIR was

available at the in-person consultation
events and at the information point.
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submitted with the DCO
application.
An NTS (Non-Technical

Summary) of the PEIR can also be
downloaded free of charge from
the website electronically at the
local information point, and will be
available in printed format to view
at consultation events.

Public exhibition events will
contain exhibition boards to
provide details of the Scheme.

The exhibition boards will be
available at consultation events
and on the website.

The findings of the PEIR were
summarised in the NTS of the PEIR,
which was available to view and
download from the Scheme website
from the launch of statutory consultation
on Wednesday 21 May 2025.

Hard copies of the NTS of the PEIR were
available to view at the in-person events
and at the information point and
community collection points during the
statutory consultation.

The NTS of the PEIR was posted to
stakeholders upon request by the
Community Relations Team.

Exhibition Banners were displayed at
each in-person event, and were
available to view and download from the
Scheme website from the launch of
statutory consultation on Wednesday 21
May 2025.

The Exhibition Banners contained the
following information:

» welcome to our statutory consultation
event, with a QR code to access the
digital Feedback Form;

e about Scheme and Island Green

Power;

» our consultation to date, including
how feedback received during the
early-stage engagement has shaped
the design of the Scheme;

» project-level design principles;
* masterplanning strategies;

* Indicative Masterplan;

» the story of The Droves;

» overview of the EIA process;

* community benefit;

» what happens next; and

* how to have your say.

In addition to the Exhibition Banners
displayed during the in-person events,
printed versions of the Indicative
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This SoCC will be made available
online throughout the consultation
and free of charge in hard copy on
request. A hard copy of the SoCC
will also be available to inspect at
the local information point once
the Section 47 notice has been
publicised.

Stakeholders will be able to
request hard copies of selected
consultation materials to be sent to

them free of <charge. The

consultation materials that will be

available free of charge, upon

request, are:

+ SoCC;

» Consultation Information
Booklet;

e Consultation Feedback Form;
* Consultation Newsletter; and
 NTS.

All requests should be made to the
project team by email at
info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk, by
Freephone on 0800 0129 154 or at
the consultation events.

A range of methods will be used to
promote the consultation to a
wider audience, as listed in Table

Masterplan were presented on tables for
attendees to view.

The Section 47 notice was published in
the Eastern Daily Press on Wednesday
23 April 2025 (see Appendix 9 for copies
of the Section 47 notice).

The SoCC was published on the
Scheme website on Wednesday 23 April
2025. It was available to view and
download throughout the seven-week
statutory consultation period.

The SoCC was sent via email to the
stakeholders listed in Appendix 3 on
Wednesday 23 April 2025.

A reference copy of the SoCC was
available at the information point and
community collection points from
Wednesday 23 April 2025.

A reference copy of the SoCC was also
available at the in-person consultation
events.

The Applicant received seven requests
for hard copies of selected consultation
materials.

Requests were made for printed copies
of the Consultation Information Booklet,
Feedback Form and NTS of the PEIR to
be sent to stakeholders via post. The
Applicant accepted all the requests and
distributed the materials via post.

The Applicant did not receive any
requests for documents to be provided in
alternative formats or to be translated. If
the Applicant had received these
requests, arrangements would have
been made to facilitate these.

In accordance with Section 48 of the Act,
notices were published:
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4. In addition, statutory notices will
be published in accordance with
Section 48 of the Act.

These notices will be published
once in a national newspaper and
the London Gazette and twice
(across two successive weeks) in
local newspapers.

A Consultation Newsletter, posted
to all addresses in the PCZ, will
provide an overview of the
Scheme, the consultation and how
people can get involved. The
Consultation Newsletter will
indicate where the other
consultation documents can be
accessed and publicise the
consultation events, including
locations, dates and timings.

Copies of the Consultation
Newsletter will also be emailed
electronically to key stakeholders.

The Consultation Newsletter will
contain a QR code to direct people
to the Scheme website.

Consultation Leaflets will be sent
electronically to key stakeholders,
such as community groups, asking
them to publicise the consultation
within their networks.

Appendix 3 contains the list of
stakeholders who will be asked to
publicise the Consultation Leaflet,
though this will be at their
discretion.

* Once in a national newspaper (The
Guardian) and the London Gazette
on Wednesday 14 May 2025.

» Twice in two successive weeks in the
following locally circulating
newspaper, on Wednesday 14 May
2025 and Wednesday 21 May 2025:

o Eastern Daily Press.

A Consultation Newsletter was prepared
and distributed by post on Tuesday 6
May 2025 to all addresses within the
PCZ, ahead of the launch of the
statutory consultation.

The Consultation Newsletter was also
sent electronically via email to all
consultees listed in Appendix 3 on
Friday 9 May 2025, accompanied by an
invitation to participate in the statutory
consultation.

The Consultation Newsletter provided
an overview of the Scheme, the
consultation process and how to
participate in the statutory consultation.

The Consultation Newsletter included
the locations, dates and times of the in-
person events and webinars. It also
detailed the locations of the information
point and community collection points. A
QR code was included to direct
stakeholders to the Scheme website,
where additional information could be
found.

The Consultation Leaflet and Poster
were included with the Consultation
Newsletter in an email sent out to non-
statutory consultees, including local
elected representatives and local
interest groups, on Wednesday 9 May
2025.
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Printed copies of the Consultation
Leaflet will be available at the local
information point.

Hard copies of the Consultation
Leaflet will be distributed to
residents and businesses within
the PCZ approximately three
weeks into the consultation period
to boost engagement in the
consultation.

The Consultation Leaflet will
contain a QR code to direct people
to the Scheme website.

We will ask the local information
point if they can display a hard
copy of the Consultation Poster on
their noticeboards, but this will be
at their discretion.

These Consultation Posters will
contain a QR code to direct people
to the Scheme website.

One press release publicising the
upcoming consultation, and how
the community and  wider
stakeholders can get involved, will
be issued. The press release will
be issued to national and regional
newspapers seven days in
advance of the launch of the
statutory consultation.

Swaffham Library received printed
copies of the Consultation Leaflet and
Poster for placement at their discretion.

A press release publicising the statutory
consultation, and how the community
and wider stakeholders could get
involved, including by attending in-
person and online events, was issued to
national and regional newspapers on
Wednesday 14 May 2025.

The press release was issued to the
following regional newspapers:

+ Eastern Daily Press;

* Lynn News;

* Dereham Times;

* Norwich Evening News;

* North Norfolk News; and

* Watton and Swaffham Times.

The press release was issued to the
following national newspaper:

e the Guardian.
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We will issue communications to
key stakeholders, including local
political representatives
(councillors and MPs) and parish
council clerks representing wards,
constituencies and parishes within
the PCZ to provide information
about the Scheme and invite them
to take part in the consultation.
These will be issued to:

* host
neighbouring
area MPs;

constituency and
constituency

* elected representatives at
Norfolk County Council;

* elected representatives at the
Borough Council of King’s Lynn
& West Norfolk;

» elected representatives at
Breckland Council;

* host parish councils;
* neighbouring local authorities;

* neighbouring parish councils;
and

» local interest groups, such as
community and environmental
groups (see Appendix 3).

We will, in addition to the in-person
and webinar events listed above,
consider requests for additional
briefing meetings with
stakeholders.

The project team will email local
interest groups ahead of the
statutory consultation, via the
managed inbox. A full list of
groups to be contacted can be
found in Appendix 3.

If we successfully contact
representatives of these groups,
we will request that a Consultation
Poster be displayed on relevant
noticeboards.

Key stakeholders identified in the SoCC
were emailed an invitation to participate
in the statutory consultation on Thursday
15 May 2025. The list of stakeholders
who received an invitation can be found
in Appendix 3.

The invitation included details about the
dates, times and locations of the in-
person consultation events and online
webinars, how to provide feedback and
how to contact the Community Relations
Team.

The Consultation Leaflet and Poster
were included with the Consultation
Newsletter in an email to local interest
groups on Friday 9 May 2025. The email
included a note to encourage
stakeholders to print or share the
Consultation Leaflet and Poster, at their
discretion, among their community
networks and noticeboards to help
promote the statutory consultation and
ensure it was accessible and inclusive.

An additional email was sent on
Thursday 15 May 2025 to invite
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We will also encourage these
groups to promote the consultation
through their preferred channels,
such as Facebook, though this will
remain at their discretion.

The project team will contact the
communications teams at
Breckland Council, Norfolk County
Council and the Borough Council
of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk to
request that the consultation be
promoted through their channels,
such as Facebook.

We want to ensure that our
consultation is inclusive. We
recognise that some people or
groups may have difficulties taking
part in the consultation process for
a range of reasons.

Consultation methods used to
engage with these groups are set
out in Table 5. We will continue to
liasise with local organisations
representing groups of people with
these characteristics, where
required, to ensure accessibility to
the consultation and that our
approach best meets the needs of
their members and those they
represent.

stakeholders to participate in the

statutory consultation.

This invitation included details of the
dates, times and locations of in-person
consultation events and online
webinars, how to provide feedback and
how to contact the Community Relations

The Applicant contacted the
communications teams at Norfolk
County Council, Breckland Council and
the Borough Council of King's Lynn and
West Norfolk on Monday 24 March 2025
to request that the statutory consultation
be promoted through their channels,
such as Facebook.

A follow-up email sharing a digital
graphic and accompanying copy was
sent to the communications teams at
Norfolk County Council, Breckland
Council and the Borough Council of
King's Lynn and West Norfolk on
Monday 28 April 2025.

The Applicant did not receive any
confirmations from the communications
teams that the digital graphic had been
published via online channels.

Local interest groups, including seldom-
heard and representatives for vulnerable
groups, were invited to participate in the
statutory consultation via email on
Thursday 15 May 2025.

The invitation included details about the
dates, times and locations of in-person
consultation events and online
webinars, how to provide feedback and
how to contact the Community Relations
Team.

The in-person event venues had step-
free access and accessible toilets.
Members of the project team were on

hand to support any vulnerable
members of the public, including
wheelchair users. Chairs were also

available at each event.
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11 To
impairments, we will provide:

(Table 5)
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provide:

Freepost and a Freephone
information line ;

important information in both
digital and non-digital formats,
and in alternative formats, such
as braille and large print (upon
request);

paper copies of materials at the
local information point; and

face-to-face events at several
locations, with members of the
project team available to assist

with  completing feedback
responses.
help people with visual

provide important information
in both digital and non-digital
formats, and in alternative
formats, such as dementia-
friendly, braille and large print
(upon request);

the option to enlarge text on the
website;

a Freephone information line;
and

face-to-face events at several
locations, with members of the
team available to assist with
completing feedback
responses.

A Freepost address and Freephone
number were provided to ensure
accessible and inclusive methods for
stakeholders to participate in the
statutory consultation.

Consultation materials were available in
both digital and non-digital formats.

The Applicant did not receive any
requests for documents to be provided in
alternative formats or to be translated. If
such requests had been received, the
Applicant would have facilitated these.

Hard copies of the consultation materials
were available to reference and take
away at the in-person consultation
events, local information point and
community collection points.

Members of the project team were
available to assist attendees during the
events.

A Freepost address and Freephone
number were provided to ensure
accessible and inclusive methods for
stakeholders to participate in the
statutory consultation.

Arrangements were in place to support
any stakeholder who requested to
submit feedback verbally via the
Freephone line. The Applicant did not
receive any requests for this during the
statutory consultation period.

Materials were provided in both digital
and non-digital formats, with alternative
formats such as braille, large print and
dementia-friendly versions available
upon request.

While no requests were received for
alternative formats, these arrangements
were in place throughout the statutory
consultation.

The Scheme website included an option
to enlarge text and print or download
materials.
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11
(Table 5)

11
(Table 5)

To help people with

limited

mobility, we will:

directly mail the Consultation
Newsletter and leaflet to all
stakeholders within the PCZ
and provide details of how to
both access paper copies of
other consultation documents
and provide feedback online
and by post ;

host online engagement
webinars to negate the need to
travel to public events; and

provide a Freephone
information line and Freepost
address.

To help people with hearing
impairments, we will:

directly mail the Consultation
Newsletter to all stakeholders
within the PCZ and provide
details of how to access paper
copies of other project
documents and how to provide
feedback by post;

provide important information
in both digital and non-digital
formats; and

make automated subtitles
available at webinars to ensure
each session is accessible.

In-person consultation events were held
at several locations, where members of
the team were available to assist
attendees and support participation
where required.

The Consultation Newsletter and Leaflet
were posted directly to stakeholders in
the PCZ.

Two online webinars were offered as an
alternative to the in-person consultation
events, to negate the need for travel.

The in-person consultation event
venues were selected based on their
accessibility. The Applicant identified
venues that met key accessibility
criteria, including step-free access,
designated parking and proximity to
public transport routes.

A Freepost address and Freephone
number were provided to ensure
accessible and inclusive methods for

stakeholders to participate in the
statutory consultation.

The Consultation  Newsletter and
Consultation Leaflet were posted

directly to stakeholders in the PCZ.

The Scheme website offered a digital
platform for engagement and
participation in the statutory
consultation. The “Documents” page of
the website hosted all the consultation
materials, which were available to view
and download.

Materials were provided in both digital
and non-digital formats, with alternative
formats, such as braille, large print and

dementia-friendly versions, available
upon request.

The Livestorm platform  enabled
automated subtitles during the two

webinar events.
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11
(Table 5)

12
(Table 6)

To help geographically isolated
individuals or communities, we
will:

* Direct mail the Consultation
Newsletter and leaflet to all
stakeholders within the PCZ
and provide details of how to
access paper copies of other
project documents and provide
feedback by post; and

* advertise the availability of
telephone callbacks for
stakeholders who would like to
discuss the Scheme further
with the project team.

The following enquiry channels will
be available throughout the
statutory consultation for
members of the community and
other stakeholders to contact the
project team, ask questions and
request further information or
printed copies of consultation
materials and documents. These
channels are set out in Table 6
and will continue to be active
throughout the pre-application
period.

+ Telephone: Freephone 0800
0129 882, from 9:00-17:30 on
weekdays (with an
answerphone facility to take
messages outside these hours)

* Email:
info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk

* People can email 24 hours a
day, with emails being
monitored between 9:00 and
17:30 on weekdays. We will
aim to acknowledge all emails
received as soon as
practicable and will endeavour
to provide a substantive
response within 10 working
days of receipt.

The Consultation Newsletter and
Consultation Leaflet were posted
directly to stakeholders in the PCZ.

The Consultation Newsletter provided
details on how to access printed copies
of the consultation materials, including at
the local information point, community
collection points and upon request.

Details of how to contact the project
team via email, Freephone information
line or Freepost were included in the
Consultation Newsletter and
Consultation Leaflet.

Stakeholders were also informed of the
availability of telephone callbacks with
the Community Relations Team.

The project team provided substantive
responses within 10 working days. In
exceptional circumstances where this
was not possible, stakeholders were
notified and a holding response was
sent.

Responses to postal enquiries were
issued within 10 working days, and
requests for printed copies of
consultation materials and documents
were fulfilled.
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13

13.1

* Post: FREEPOST THE
DROVES SOLAR FARM

Should enquiries received via post
require a response, this will be
issued within 10 working days of
receipt. Urgent enquiries should
be directed to the Scheme’s email
address or Freephone line.

During the statutory consultation
period, respondents will be able to
submit their feedback relating to
the Scheme. All responses must
be received by 23:59 on the
closing date. Responses received
after that date may not be
considered. We will allow an
additional two-week period to
receive responses via post.

How to respond to the consultation

Consultation responses can be
made in the following ways:

» completing the Feedback Form
online, which can be accessed
via the Scheme website:
www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk;

+ completing a printed Feedback
Form, which can be collected
from a consultation event or the
local information point, or on
request by contacting the
project team — completed
forms can be handed to the
project team at events,
scanned and emailed back to
info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk,
or sent to FREEPOST THE
DROVES SOLAR FARM (no

stamp or further details
required);
* emailing comments to

info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk;
and

Responses to the statutory consultation
were received between Wednesday 21
May 2025 and 23:59 on Wednesday 9
July 2025.

Discretionary extensions were granted
on a case-by-case basis to consultees
contacted under Section 42 who
expressed concerns about meeting the
deadline of 23:59 on Wednesday 9 July
2025.

An additional 10-day period was allowed
for postal feedback.

Feedback channels remained open and
were  monitored  throughout the
consultation period.

All feedback received through these
channels was provided to the design and
environmental assessment team to be
taken into consideration.

Further evidence of this process,
including how comments have been
considered, will be detailed in the
forthcoming Consultation Report.

PINS reference: EN0110013



|

The Droves Solar Farm — Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report

» writing to us at FREEPOST
THE DROVES SOLAR FARM
(no stamp or further details
required). The exact Freepost
address is yet to be confirmed.

13.1 The project team can also be While no requests were made for
contacted by Freephone on 0800 feedback to be given over the phone,
0129 154. They can assist with these arrangements were in place
any questions about the Scheme | throughout the consultation.
or the consultation. In exceptional
circumstances, we will take
feedback over the phone;
however, this will need to be
arranged in advance.

Compliance with the Act

Overview

The Applicant undertook consultation consistent with the commitments set out in the
published SoCC, in accordance with Section 47(7) of the Act.

Table 16 describes how the Applicant’s pre-application consultation activities have
complied with these requirements in the Act.

Table 16 Table of compliance with the Act

The Applicant consulted all relevant prescribed
consultees as defined in Regulation 11(1)(a) of
the EIA Regulations and the APFP Regulations.

Section 42

(The A Scoping Opinion was adopted by the Planning
applicant Inspectorate (on behalf of the Secretary of State)
must consult on Wednesday 18 December 2025 and included
the following (a) such persons as the list of consultation bodies notified by the
about the may be prescribed, Planning Inspectorate under Regulation 11(1)(a)
proposed of the EIA Regulations. The Applicant consulted
application) with all of these bodies.

In addition to this, the Applicant consulted with
further ‘non-prescribed’ consultees as statutory
consultees, further details of which will be set out
in the Consultation Report.
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(@aa) the Marine
Management
Organisation, in any
case where the
proposed
development would
affect, or would be
likely to affect, any of
the areas specified
in subsection (2)

(b) each local
authority  that is
within section 43

(c) the Greater
London Authority if
the land is in Greater
London, and

(d) each person who
is within one or more
of the categories set
out in section 44

The Applicant did not consult the Marine
Management  Organisation under  Section
42(1)(aa) of the Act, as the proposed
development is not considered likely to affect any
of the areas specified in subsection (2) of Section
42 (e.g. tidal or offshore areas) or Schedule 1 of
the APFP Regulations.

The Applicant consulted each relevant local
authority as defined within Section 43 of the Act.
These are listed below:

* Norfolk County Council (C)

» Breckland District Council (B)

» Broadland District Council (A)

» South Norfolk Council (A)

* Fenland District Council (A)

+ East Cambridgeshire District Council (A)

*+ King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Borough
Council (A)

» Mid Suffolk District Council (A)

* North Norfolk District Council (A)

» South Holland District Council (A)

* The Broads National Park (A)

+  West Suffolk Council (A)

» Cambridgeshire County Council (D)
* Lincolnshire County Council (D)

+ Suffolk County Council (D)

Not applicable.

The Applicant consulted each person who is
within one or more of the categories set out in
section 44.

PINS reference: EN0110013



|

The Droves Solar Farm — Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report

51

Section 45
(Timetable for
consultation
under section
42)

Section 46
(Duty to notify
Commission
of proposed
application)

(1) The applicant
must, when
consulting a person
under section 42,
notify the person of
the deadline for the
receipt by the
applicant of the
person's response to
the consultation.

(2) A deadline
notified under
subsection (1) must
not be earlier than
the end of the period

of 28 days that
begins with the day
after the day on
which the person
receives the
consultation

documents.

(3) In subsection (2)
“the consultation
documents” means
the documents
supplied to the
person by the
applicant for the
purpose of
consulting the
person.

(1) The applicant

must supply the
Secretary of State
with such
information in

relation to the
proposed application
as the applicant
would supply to the
Secretary of State
for the purpose of

complying with
section 42 if the
applicant were
required by that

section to consult the

The Applicant notified all those consulted under
Section 42 of the deadline in writing by email
and/or post.

The Applicant published a Preliminary
Environmental Information Report on
Wednesday 21 May 2025 for consultation under
Sections 42, 47, and 48 of the Act, inviting
responses by Wednesday 9 July 2025 (a 49-day
consultation period). The Preliminary
Environmental Information Report was available
for consultation throughout this period.

On Wednesday 14 May 2025, the Applicant wrote
by recorded delivery to all consultees identified
under Sections 42(1)(a) and 42(1)(b) of the Act to
notify them of the statutory consultation. The
letter provided details on how to access the
consultation documents, how to respond, the
deadline for submissions, and included a copy of
the Section 48 notice.

In accordance with Section 46(2) of the Act, the
Applicant notified the Planning Inspectorate on
Wednesday 14 May 2025 of the proposed
Application prior to commencing statutory
consultation. As required by Section 46(1), the
Applicant provided the same information as
would be supplied to consultees under Section
42.
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Section 47
(Duty to
consult the
local
community)

Secretary of State
about the proposed
application.

(2) The applicant
must comply with
subsection (1) on or
before commencing
consultation  under
section 42.

(1) The applicant
must prepare a
statement setting out
how the applicant
proposes to consult,
about the proposed
application, people
living in the vicinity of
the land.

(2) Before preparing
the statement, the
applicant must
consult each local
authority that is
within section 43(1)
about what is to be in
the statement.

(3) The deadline for
the receipt by the
applicant of a local
authority's response
to consultation under
subsection (2) is the
end of the period of
28 days that begins
with the day after the
day on which the

local authority
receives the
consultation
documents.

(4) In subsection (3)

“the consultation
documents” means
the documents

supplied to the local
authority by the

The Applicant complied with subsection (1), prior
to commencing consultation on Wednesday 21
May 2025.

The Applicant prepared and published a SoCC
that set out how the Applicant proposed to
consult, about the proposed application, people
living in the vicinity of the land.

To inform the preparation of the statement, the
Applicant consulted Norfolk County Council,
Breckland Council and the Borough Council of
King’'s Lynn and West Norfolk on the content of
the SoCC.

The Applicant consulted with Section 43(1) local
authorites on the draft SoCC between
Wednesday 5 February and Thursday 6 March
2025.

Prior to this period of consultation, the Applicant
had informally consulted on the contents of draft
SoCC.

The consultation documents supplied by the
Applicant included a covering letter and email,
and the draft SoCC.
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applicant for the

purpose of
consulting the local
authority under

subsection (2).

(5) In preparing the
statement, the
applicant must have
regard to any
response to
consultation  under
subsection (2) that is
received by the
applicant before the
deadline imposed by
subsection (3).

6) Once the
applicant has
prepared the
statement, the
applicant must —
make the statement
available for
inspection by the
public in a way that is
reasonably

convenient for
people living in the
vicinity of the land,
(@) publish, in a
newspaper

circulating in the
vicinity of the land, a
notice stating where
and when the
statement can be
inspected, and (b)
publish the
statement in such
manner as may be
prescribed.

(7) The applicant
must carry  out
consultation in
accordance with the
proposals set out in
the statement.

The Applicant had regard to all relevant
responses to the draft SoCC. The Applicant
shared response tables with Norfolk County
Council, Breckland Council and the Borough
Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk to explain
how their comments had been considered,

The final SoCC was publicised in accordance
with Section 47 of the Act on Wednesday 23 April
2025.

A notice was published in the Eastern Daily Press
on Wednesday 23 April 2025 to publicise the
SoCC and its availability.

The SoCC was uploaded to the Scheme website
and was made available to view and collect from
the local information point.

The Applicant undertook consultation under
Section 47 of the Act in accordance with the
SoCC.

This is evidenced in the accompanying table

(Table 15) and will be further detailed in the
Consultation Report.
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Section 48
(Duty to
publicise)

Section 49

(Duty to take
account of
responses to
consultation

and publicity)

(1) The applicant
must publicise the
proposed application
in the prescribed
manner.

(2) Regulations
made for the

purposes of
subsection (1) must,
in particular, make
provision for
publicity under

subsection (1) to
include a deadline
for receipt by the
applicant of
responses to the
publicity.

(1) Subsection (2)
applies where the
applicant — (a) has
complied with
sections 42, 47 and
48, and (b) proposes
to go ahead with

making an
application for an
order granting

development
consent (whether or

not in the same
terms as the
proposed
application).

(2) The applicant
must, when deciding
whether the
application that the
applicant is actually
to make should be in

The Applicant prepared and publicised the
application in the prescribed manner set out in the
APFP Regulations by publishing a Section 48
notice.

The Section 48 Notice was published in the
following publications:

* The Guardian, Wednesday 14 May 2025

+ The London Gazette, Wednesday 14 May
2025

+ Eastern Daily Press, Wednesday 14 May
2025 and Wednesday 21 May 2025

The Section 48 notice included a deadline of
23:50 on Wednesday 9 June 2025 for receipt of
responses to the publicity.

The final notice was published on Wednesday 14
May 2025, which clearly stated the consultation
start and end dates, therefore exceeding the 28
days statutory minimum response time.

The Applicant is reviewing all relevant responses
made pursuant to Section 42, Section 47 and
Section 48 in accordance with Section 49. In
reviewing the responses, the Applicant is
cognisant of its duty to have regard to any
relevant responses.

A summary of relevant responses received and
how the Applicant has considered these will be
provided in the Consultation Report submitted
with the DCO application
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Section 50
(Guidance
about
preapplication
procedure)

the same terms as

the proposed
application, have
regard to any

relevant responses.

(3) In subsection (2)

“relevant response”
means— (@) a
response from a
person consulted

under section 42 that
is received by the
applicant before the
deadline imposed by
section 45 in that
person's case,

(b) a response to
consultation  under
section 47(7) that is
received by the
applicant before any
applicable deadline
imposed in
accordance with the
statement prepared
under section 47, or

(1) Guidance may be
issued about how to

comply with the
requirements of this
Section. (2)
Guidance under this
section may be
issued by the
Planning

Inspectorate or the
Secretary of State.
(3) The applicant
must have regard to
any guidance under
this section.

In carrying out the early engagement (non-
statutory consultation), the Applicant had regard
to the Department for Communities and Local
Government (DCLG, 2015), Planning Act 2008:
guidance on the pre-application process.

In carrying out the statutory consultation, the
Applicant had regard to updated guidance
published by the Planning Inspectorate in April
2024 and the updated Advice Note on the
Consultation Report, published in August 2024.

Full details will be set out in the Consultation
Report.
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Responses to statutory consultation

Feedback analysis

The Applicant recognises its duty to take account of responses to consultation and
publicity, in accordance with Section 49 of the Act.

The Applicant is preparing a full Consultation Report to be submitted as part of Application.
The Consultation Report will be in accordance with Section 37(3)(c) of the Act.

In doing so, the Applicant's Consultation Report will demonstrate how consultation
responses have been taken into account during the preparation of the application.

Throughout the period since statutory consultation, the Applicant has continued to
consider feedback received, alongside the findings of environmental assessments and the
Scheme’s Design Principles, and has made refinements to the design accordingly.

Changes arising from this process include, but are not limited to:

 Refinement Refinement of the BESS, Customer Substation, and National Grid
Substation locations in response to concerns regarding visual impact;

*+ Removal of solar panels from multiple fields following feedback on landscape and
visual impact;

* Refinement of the approach to permissive routes to improve connectivity across the
Site;

» Refinement of construction vehicle routing and access points into the Site; and

* Provision of additional greening around field boundaries in sensitive areas, particularly
in proximity to Castle Acre.

The Applicant notes that many consultation responses raised broader concerns regarding
the potential impact of the Scheme on cultural heritage assets within the Nar Valley region,
particularly around Castle Acre, as well as matters relating to the safety and fire risk of the
BESS. Comments were also received regarding potential effects on ecology, biodiversity
and watercourses. Interested parties will have the opportunity to engage further on these
topics throughout the Examination process.

The Applicant is continuing its engagement with stakeholders and will consider how the
Scheme design may further evolve in consideration of responses received.
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Next steps

The Applicant is currently considering the responses from local councils as part of the
ongoing design process and assessing how potential impacts of the Scheme can be
avoided, managed or mitigated, and how this mitigation should be secured through
requirements in the DCO application that is submitted, while taking on board suggestions
where possible and appropriate.

The Applicant intends to undertake a targeted consultation, scheduled for September
2025, to accommodate a number of minor changes to the proposed development
boundary for the Scheme. Further details will be made available in due course, and
relevant stakeholders, including relevant host authorities, affected land interests and
parish councils, will be notified in advance of the consultation. Consultees will be given 28
days to provide their comments to the Applicant. The targeted consultation will be
conducted in accordance with the principles set out in the SoCC.

All feedback submitted during the statutory consultation and targeted consultation will be
responded to within the Consultation Report and included within the document with all
personal details redacted.
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Appendices

Appendix 1: Stakeholders invited to early engagement workshops

Members of Parliament

» South West Norfolk

* North West Norfolk

* Mid Norfolk

* Waveney Valley

* Bury St Edmunds and Stowmarket
+  West Suffolk

» Ely and East Cambridgeshire

* North East Cambridgeshire

Breckland Council
Leadership and Cabinet:

« Leader of the Council

* Deputy Leader; Executive Member for Housing & Planning

» Executive Member for Waste, Environmental Health, Licensing & Sustainability.

Planning and Development:

» Director of Planning and Building Control
* Principal Planning Officer.
Ward Members:
* Nar Valley Ward
+ Swaffham Ward
» Ashill Ward
» Launditch Ward
* Bedingfeld Ward
* Necton Ward.

Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk
Ward Members:

* Massingham with Castle Acre Ward

» Gayton and Grimston Ward
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Airfield Ward
Wissey Ward.

Parish and Town Councils:

Narford Parish Meeting

Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Southacre Parish Meeting
Swaffham Town Council

Newton by Castle Acre Parish Meeting
Little Dunham Parish Council
Necton Parish Council

Holme Hale Parish Council

North Pickenham Parish Council
Narborough Parish Council

West Acre Parish Council

Castle Acre Parish Council

Pentney Parish Council

East Walton Parish Meeting.

Technical Consultees:

English Heritage

Historic England

Natural England

Logistics UK

Norfolk Wildlife Trust

Norfolk Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group
Norfolk Rivers Trust.

Environmental Groups:

Regional Groups:

Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership
Get Norfolk Greener

Norwich Friends of the Earth
Climate Norfolk

CPRE Norfolk
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Norfolk Birding
Norfolk and Norwich Bat Group
National Farmer’s Union

Young Activist Network.

Local Groups:

Extinction Rebellion King’s Lynn & West Norfolk
King’s Lynn KLiimate Concern

The Breckland Farmers Wildlife Network

West Norfolk Conservation Volunteers
Gaywood Valley Conservation Group
Breckland Flora Group

Breckland Local Group.

Community Interest, Sport and Leisure Groups:

Breckland Walkers Group

British Horse Society — East of England
West Norfolk Walking for Health

Nar Valley Long Distance Walkers Association
Norfolk Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club
King’'s Lynn Cycling Club

Cycling Club Breckland

Nar Valley Ornithological Society

Active Norfolk

Community Action Norfolk (CAN)
Dereham Round Table

Dereham Runners Athletic Club

Dereham Town Football Club

Dereham Trefoil Guild

Dereham Walkers are Welcome

Mid Norfolk Singers

Swaffham Bell Ringers

Swaffham Cricket Club

Swaffham Golf Club
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Swaffham Town Bowls Club
Swaffham RUFC

Castle Acre Playing Field Association
Castle Acre Coronation Bowls Club
Castle Acre Cricket Club

Castle Acre Swifts Football Club
West Norfolk Artists Association

Women'’s Institute Norfolk Federation.

History and Civic Groups:

The Breckland Society
King’s Lynn Civic Society
West Norfolk & King’s Lynn Archaeological Society

Swaffham Heritage.

Faith and Religious Groups:

Nar Valley Group

Breckland Christian Fellowship

St. Mary’s (Sporle)

St Peter & St Paul Church (Swaffham)
Swaffham Baptist Church

Swaffham Methodist Church

Fountain of Life Ashill

St Nicholas Ashill

Our Lady of Pity RC (Swaffham)

West Norfolk Islamic Communtiy Centre.

Elderly Support:

Age Concern Swaffham & District

Age UK Norfolk.

Disability Groups:

61

Vision Norfolk

West Norfolk Disability Information Service
Hear for Norfolk (Norfolk Deaf Association)
West Norfolk Deaf Association
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ASD Helping Hands
Caring Friends for Cancer
West Norfolk Autism Group
Dereham Deaf Social Club

Disability Network Norfolk Group.

Vulnerable Groups and Social Support:

Creative Arts East

Dereham Food Cabin

The Matthew Project

MensCraft

Mind Norfolk and Waveney

Scotty’s Little Soldiers

TimeNorfolk

Norfolk Good Neighbours

Nourishing Norfolk Network

Norfolk Strategic Housing Partnership.

LGBTQ+ Groups:

Norfolk LGBTQ+ Project.

Traveller Groups:

Friends, Families and Travellers.

Young People’s Groups:

Brownies and Rainbows Norfolk Girlguiding

King’s Lynn Youth Club

Swaffham and District Young Farmers Club

Norfolk Federation of Young Farmers Clubs

1st Swaffham Scouts

Girl Guides South West Norfolk Division.
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Appendix 3: List of stakeholders consulted under Section 47 of the Act
Local MPs

+ South West Norfolk

* North West Norfolk

+ Mid Norfolk

* Waveney Valley

* Bury St Edmunds and Stowmarket

*  West Suffolk

+ Ely and East Cambridgeshire

* North East Cambridgeshire.
Norfolk County Council

Leadership and Cabinet:

+ Leader of the Council
» Deputy Leader of the Council
» Deputy Leader of the Independent Group
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Cabinet Member for Economic Growth

Director of Growth and Investment.

Planning and Development:

Chair of Planning (Regulatory) Committee
Vice Chair of Planning (Regulatory) Committee

Planning and Highways Delegations Committee (This likely refers to the committee
itself, or members associated with it)

NSIP Team Lead/Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects — Team Leader
Planning — Project Manager NSIPs

Principal Landscape Architect

Planning — Sustainability, Infrastructure & Development Group Manager
Flood LLFA Strategic Flood Risk Planning Officer

Heritage — Senior Officer Archaeology

Strategic Planning Manager.

Other Departments/Functions:

Economic Development
Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service

Public Health.

Ward Councillors from:

Loddon and Chedgrave
North Coast

East Flegg

Marshland South
Gorleston St Andrews
Swaffham

Gayton and Nar Valley
Necton and Launditch

The Brecks.

Breckland Council

Leadership and Executive:

64

Leader of the Council

Deputy Leader of the Council
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Executive Member for Waste, Environmental Health, Licensing & Sustainability
(Cabinet Member)

Executive Member for Health and Communities (Cabinet Member)
Deputy Leader of the Independent and Green Group

Leader of the Independent and Green Group

Leader of the Labour Group

Chairman of the Council

Executive Director.

Planning and Development:

Chair of the Planning Committee
Director of Planning and Building Control
Planning Policy Manager

Planning Officer

Vice-Chair of the Planning Committee

Vice-Chair of the Planning Committee, Nar Valley Ward Councillor (This appears to
be a combined role/identifier)

Members of the Planning Committee
Member of the Planning Committee (Substitute)
Executive Member for Strategic & Operational Planning (Cabinet Member)

Executive Support Member for Planning Policy.

Ward Councillors from:

Forest

All Saints and Wayland
Saham Toney
Attleborough Queens and Besthorpe
Nar Valley

Swaffham

Ashill

Launditch

Bedingfeld

Necton

Lincoln

Upper Wensum
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Thetford — Castle Ward

Watton

Dereham Withburga

Burrell

Mattishall

Attleborough Burgh and Haverscroft
Thetford Priory

Dereham - Toftwood

Launditch

Thetford Boudica

Dereham Neatherd.

Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk

Leadership and Cabinet:

Leader of the Council

Cabinet Member for Property & Corporate Services
Cabinet Member for Climate Change & Biodiversity
Cabinet Member for Development & Regeneration

Executive Director; Responsible for Planning Control, Enforcement & Policy.

Planning and Development:

Vice-Chair of the Planning Committee
Lead Planning Officer
Member of the Planning Committee

Member of the Environment & Community Panel (also a Member of the Planning
Committee)

Member of the Planning Committee Sifting Panel (in conjunction with Vice-Chair of
the Planning Committee role).

Parish Councils:

Narford Parish Meeting

Southacre Parish Meeting

Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
Swaffham Town Council

Newton by Castle Acre Parish Meeting

Little Dunham Parish Council
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Necton Parish Council

Holme Hale Parish Council
North Pickenham Parish Council
Narborough Parish Council
West Acre Parish Council
Castle Acre Parish Council
Pentney Parish Council

East Walton Parish Meeting.

Statutory Bodies and Technical Stakeholders:

Environment Agency
English Heritage
Historic England
National Highways
Natural England
Logistics England
Norfolk Wildlife Trust

Norfolk Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group

Norfolk Biodiversity Partnership

Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB)
Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)

The Woodland Trust
Norfolk Rivers Trust
Norfolk Local Access Forum

British Horse Society — East of England

Environmental Groups:

Regional Groups:

Get Norfolk Greener

Norwich Friends of the Earth
Climate Norfolk

Norfolk Birding

Norfolk and Norwich Bat Group

National Farmers’ Union
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* Young Activist Network — Environmental Campaign Group

» Royal Norfolk Agricultural Association

* Norfolk Young Farmers and National Farmers’ Union (NFU) — Countrysiders Club
* Norfolk Beekeepers' Association

* Norfolk Butterfly Conservation

* Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service.

Local groups:

» Extinction Rebellion King’s Lynn & West Norfolk

* King’'s Lynn KLimate Concern

* The Breckland Farmers Wildlife Network

» West Norfolk Conservation Volunteers

+ Gaywood Valley Conservation Group

* Breckland Flora Group

* Breckland Local Group

+ Swaffham Climate Change and Environment Group (Bob Wade)
+ King’s Lynn u3a Climate Change Group

+ Nar Valley Ornithological Society

* The Ramblers’ Association — Mid Norfolk Group

* Mid Norfolk Conservation Volunteers

* West Norfolk and King’s Lynn Beekeepers’ Association.

Community and Interest Groups:
Sport and outdoor activities groups:

* Breckland Walkers Group

» The British Horse Society - East of England

»  West Norfolk Walking for Health

* Nar Valley Long Distance Walkers Association
*  West Norfolk Aviation Society

* Norfolk Hang Gliding and Paragliding Club

* Kings Lynn Cycling Club

* Cycling Club Breckland

* Nar Valley Ornithological Society

» Active Norfolk
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Community Action Norfolk (CAN)
Dereham Round Table

Dereham Runners AC

Dereham Town Football Club
Dereham Trefoil Guild

Dereham Walkers are Welcome
Mid Norfolk Singers

Swaffham Bell Ringers

Swaffham Cricket Club

Swaffham Golf Club

Swaffham Town Bowls Club

Rugby Union Football Club

Castle Acre Playing Field Association
Castle Acre Coronation Bowls Club
Castle Acre Cricket Club

Castle Acre Swifts Football Club
West Norfolk Artists Association

Women'’s Institute Norfolk Federation.

Civic and history groups:

The Breckland Society
Kings Lynn Civc Society

West Norfolk & King’s Lynn Archaeological Society

Swaffham Heritage.

Churches local to the Scheme:

Nar Valley Group

Breckland Christian Fellowship
St. Mary’s (Sporle)

St Peter & St Paul (Swaffham)
Swaffham Baptist Church
Swaffham Methodist Church
Fountain of Life Ashill

St Nicholas Ashill
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* Our Lady of Pity RC (Swaffham).

Carers:

* ASD Helping Hands

» Caring Friends for Cancer

» Carers Matter Norfolk

* Young Carers Matter Norfolk.
Community Support:

* Norfolk Good Neighbours

* Norfolk Local Access Forum

* Norfolk Community Foundation

*  Community Action Norfolk (CAN).
Educational Establishments (within PCZ):

+ Little Pedlars Nursery (Swaffham)
» Sporle Pre-School
+ Swaffham Pre-school Playgroup
* Teenie Iceni’'s Day Nursery
» Narborough Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School
» Castle Acre Church of England Voluntary Controlled Primary School
+ Sacred Heart Catholic Primary School (Swaffham)
» Sporle Church of England Primary Academy
» Swaffham Church of England Primary Acadamy
* Heartwood Church of England Primary School (Swaffham)
* OneSchool Global, Swaffham Campus
* The Nicholas Hamond Academy.
Elderly Support:
* Age Concern Swaffham & District
* Age UK Norfolk.
Disability Groups:
+ Vision Norfolk
*  West Norfolk Disability Information Service
* Hear for Norfolk (Norfolk Deaf Association)

* West Norfolk Deaf Association
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ASD Helping Hands

Caring Friends for Cancer

West Norfolk Autism Group

Alzheimer’s Society Norfolk

Asperger East Anglia

Equal Lives

MS Society (Norwich and District Group)
Norfolk Learning Disability Partnership
Dereham Deaf Social Club

Disability Network Norfolk Group.

Religious Groups:

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, Queer and Intersex:

West Norfolk Islamic Community Centre.

Asexual (LGBTQIA+) community

LGBTQ+ Project (Supporting Norfolk and Waveney)
Oasis Norfolk

Queer Norfolk.

Traveller Groups:

One Voice 4 Travellers

Friends, Families and Travellers.

Young People:

Brownies and Rainbows Norfolk Girlguiding
King’s Lynn Youth Club

Swaffham and District Young Farmers’ Club
Norfolk Federation of Young Farmers Clubs
1st Swaffham Scouts

Norfolk Youth Parliament

Girl Guides South West Norfolk Division.

Parent Groups:
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Norfolk Early Childhood and Family Service (ECFS)
Just One Norfolk
Gingerbread Norfolk (single parent support).
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Mental Health, Well-being and Recovery Support Groups:

Arts for Health — Creative Arts East

MAP Young People

The Matthew Project

MensCraft

Mind Norfolk and Waverney

Time Norfolk

One to One Project — West and North Norfolk

Swaffham and District Mental Health Association.

Socio-Economic Support Groups:

Dereham Food Cabin

Nourishing Norfolk Network

Norfolk Strategic Housing Partnership

Better Together Norfolk

Military

Scotty’s Little Soldiers

Help for Heroes

The Royal British Legion — Swaffham Branch
SSAFA Norfolk.

Appendix 4: List of stakeholders consulted under Section 42 of the Act

Relevant Parish Council(s)

Pentney Parish Council

Gayton Parish Council

West Acre Parish Council

Great Massingham Parish Council
Castle Acre Parish Council
Cockley Cley Parish Council
Beachamwell Parish Council
Swaffham Town Council

Necton Parish Council
Narborough Parish Council

Sporle with Palgrave Parish Council
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* North Pickenham Parish Council
« Holme Hale Parish Council
e Little Dunham Parish Council.

Technical Stakeholders

* The Environment Agency
* Natural England
* Forestry Commission — East and East Midlands

» Historic England

» East of the Ouse, Polver and Nar Internal Drainage Board

* Norfolk Rivers Internal Drainage Board
* Norfolk County Council Highways Department

* Breckland Council Highways Department

* Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk Highways Department

* National Highways

+ Civil Aviation Authority

* Health and Safety Executive

* NHS England

+ The Crown Estate

+ Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner for Norfolk
* Norfolk Constabulary

» East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust

* Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service

* NHS Norfolk and Waveney Integrated Care Board
* Norfolk Community Health and Care NHS Trust

» East of England Ambulance Service NHS Trust

» National Highways Historical Railways Estate

* NATS En-Route Safeguarding

* Royal Mail Group

* Homes England

* Anglian Water

+ Cadent Gas Limited

« Northern Gas Networks Limited
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Scotland Gas Networks PLC
Southern Gas Networks PLC
CNG Services Ltd

Energy Assets Pipelines Limited
ESP Pipelines Ltd

ESP Connections Ltd

ESP Networks Ltd

Fulcrum Pipelines Limited

GTC Pipelines Limited
Harlaxton Gas Networks Limited
Independent Pipelines Limited
Indigo Pipelines Limited

Inovyn Enterprises Ltd

Last Mile Gas Ltd

Leep Gas Networks Limited
Mua Gas Limited

Quadrant Pipelines Limited
Stark Works

National Gas

Advanced Electricity Networks Ltd
Aidien Ltd

Aurora Utilities Ltd

Eclipse Power Networks Limited
Energy Assets Networks Limited
ESP Electricity Limited

Fulcrum Electricity Assets Limited

Green Generation Energy Networks Cymru Ltd

Harlaxton Energy Networks Limited

Independent Distribution Connection Specialists Ltd

Independent Power Networks Limited
Indigo Power Limited
Last Mile Electricity Ltd

Leep Electricity Networks Limited
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Mua Electricity Limited

Optimal Power Networks Limited

Stark Infra-Electricity Ltd

The Electricity Network Company Limited
UK Power Distribution Limited

Utility Assets Limited

Vattenfall Networks Limited

UK Power Networks Limited

National Grid Electricity Transmission PLC

National Grid Electricity System Operation Limited.

Local Authority

Norfolk County Council

Breckland Council

Broadland District Council and South Norfolk Council
Cambridgeshire County Council

Fenland District Council

East Cambridgeshire District Council

Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk
Lincolnshire County Council

Mid Suffolk District Council

North Norfolk District Council

South Holland District Council

Suffolk County Council

The Broads National Park

West Suffolk Council.

Other

Shipdham Airfield

Great Massingham Airfield

RAF Marham

Great Friars Thornes Farm Airstrip
East Winch Airfield

Defence Infrastructure Organisation
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* Broads Authority.

THE

Appendix 5: Section 48 notices
The London Gazette (Wednesday 14 May 2025)

Share your feedback on the Goretie websie - take cor 1 mnuie sarvey bere

9% GAZETTE

OFFICIAL PUBLIC RECDRD

Bublished by Authority | Est 1665

Motice details

Type:

Planning

> Town and Couniry Planning
Publication date:

14 May X128, 12-00

Edition:

The London Gazetie

Motice ID:

ARBEIZS

Notice code:

1801

About Town and Country Planrng
nofces

Town and Country Planning

SECTION 48 PLANNING ACT 2008

REGULATION 4 OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING
{APPLICATIONS: PRESCRIBED FORMS AND PROCEDURE)
REGULATIONS 2003,

Maotioe: 2 propoed fior 2 Des Consen Order
(DCO) to consinect, operaie. manian and Secommisson a s pholovokac

tmmmm:mmdmm 50 megawaits
assocaied nfasiuciure on land norh of Seafham and south of Castie

!aeW:ﬂ.Ptﬂ:I.

1. Nofice is: hensty ghven that The Droves Sokar Farm Limited (e

{Company negistration number 13884080 of it 25 T Coda Sthudios. 180
Munster Road. London, England SWE SAN. proposes 1 apply 1o the Secetary
of State for Energy Security and Met Zevo undes Section 37 of the Planning Act
28 for 3 Develnprment Consent Oeder for The Deoves Sotar Farm (e
Appication”).

2 The Droves Solar Farm wil cower 2 comibined ama of approcmaiely 825
heciares of land [he Sie"). The Sie = ocaied soulh of South Acge, West Aoe
and Caslie Acre. River Road bepecis the Sile. rouling i 2 genesal south-
norimest direcion. Weest Acre Road and Mariond Lane: border fhe Site along the
southern and soulh-wesiem boundary. The Sie's norh-easiem boundary roules
parailel o the soulth of Soulh Acre Road o e unciion o the A1085. Caslie Acne
Road {merging inio the A1085] runs = a general norh-south drection rouiing
parailel along the easiem boundany of the Sie.

3 The: Droves Solar Farm will consst of

a) The soiar amay stes, winch will ncode solar paneks. conversion units and
inveriers.

b A Cumtomer Sutvettion whach comprses sectneal mitsrches such s
frarsformers. and metenng resquires 1o fardieate the sxmon
of slecincity up o 200kY fidovolt) fbom The Droves Solar Farm 1o the National
Grid Substation.

i A 400k Mational Grid Subsiaion operated by National Gad Blecinity

1 and elecincl and ofher ancilary works
required io faciliale the export of slecincly from The Deoves: Solar Fam io the
Mational Gnd.

d) ABattery Energy Storage System (BESS) area.

&) Assocaied and e and oifer
-u:ﬁ-rmh:t-l:h mmhug.mu-—np
eartiaorks. hgiwways and aooess works, i
EETpOray works Compouncs 3N work sies.

f) Cabie Fioute Coridor - undergeound cabling connecting the solar armay sites
and Conwersion Linis 1o the BESS and the Customes Substation.

gl Gnd Conneciion Cornridar - cabling comneciing e Cusiomes Substation io the
National Grid Subsialion pont of conneciion io ansier The energy penerated o
the naional gnd sysiem. wiach may be undesground or via oveshead ines.

b Gl C =L andior lmes., mciuding

the corstruction of new pyions. between e Masonal God Substason and the

paint of conneschion

4. The proposed DO will, among ofher Sungs, authonse:

= Construction, noe and of e solar PV
stabon ard ‘evsopmel grd

connection and energy siorage: ity

- ¥ of kard, mteresss in land, rghts: over and and

imposton of restrictons, powe s I oveTite, suspend O Extguish nghts over
land and powers for e temporary wse of and:

=The andior of nouding
legsiabon mlabng Io compuisory purciase and Andart and ferant and

= Such ancilary. modental an onsepuentsl provesons, bosnses, propenty
rights, permits and CONSEnis 2% are RECETEET andr ConvenETL
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& The Droves Sciar Farm is an Envionmertal impact Asssscment [E14)
development for the purposes of the indastruches Planning (Emaronmental
Impact Assessment) Reguiatons 2017, This means that the proposed works
‘constitutes development fior which an EUA = reguiresd and the propesed appilcation
for a DGO wil be wiesd by am En The:
Environmental Statement will provide: a detaied descrption of The Droves. Solar
Farm and assess its bkely significant smarcrmental sffects. iInformason compiied
sa far about The Droves Salar Farm's likesy significant smaronmental effecs =
sat cut for consultation in a Prefminary Emarcnmental information Report (the
PEIR) and susnmarised in a Non-Technical Summary (NTS)

Statubory consultation

8. The Applicant is undertaking a statutory corsultasion on the propesals for The:
Dwoves Satar Farm between Wednesday 21 May 2025 and Wednesday 3 July
2025,

T.A copy of the PEIR. iogether with the PEIR NTS. the Siatemnent of Community
Cansultabion {SoCC) and ather consultation documents, plans and maps
‘explaining the consuRation process and details of the nature and location of The
Dvoves Solar Farm can be found on the Applicant’s website in the documents:
ibrary at www.drovessolarfanm. co.uk. These documenis will be free o read,
‘download and print from Wednesday 21 May 2025 o Wednesday § July 2025
8. Hard copies of the PEIR, PEIR NTS SolC. maps and plans will be avaikabie:
for inspection free of charge from Wednesday 21 May 2025 and Weednessay &
July 2025 at the information point beiow. Hard copies: of the Consultation
Infarmation Bookiet and the Consultation Feedback Form will be availabie to ke
away free of charge from the informasion point below.

‘8. Blecironic copies: of the SoCC., PEIR and NTS can aiso be viewsd on e
ibrary’s compuier. While acoess io the computer at the library s free. a2
membership for the library may be nequired. Wie recommeend contaciing the
library to chedk the opening times prior to visiing.

Venue  Address Opening times Contact details:

Swaftham Swaffham Dunng siaffed hours. 2 Emait

Library  Libeary. The membershsp = not iranesifnoriclic gov ik
Pighile, required io access the

Swafftam, PEIT lbrary.

TOF

Staffed howrs: Phaone- 01760 721513

Tuesday and Thursday
ifiam.Tpm
Friciay 1 pm-Tpm
Saturday 1 dam-4pm
Dunng open access hours,

a membershin is requinsd
I acoess the library.

Open access hours:

Manday: 8am ko Tom -
Open Library access
Tuesday: 8am ko 10am -
Open Library access

\Wiednesday: Bam to Tpm .
Open Library access

Thursday: 8am o 10am -
Open Library access

Fricary- 8am o 1 pm =
Open Library access

Saturday: Ram to 1 Gam -
Open Library access

Sunday: Tlam o dpm .
Open Library access
Pleass nole: embership
is free, and we recommend
geiling in jouch wlfy the
library fior more delads.

4 »
10 The Applicant will host public information evenis o provide nieresied parties
‘with the: opportunity 1o view the consultaion mabenals as wel s speak wilth
members. of the project t=am. The details of the evenis can be found below.

11. These consulation events offer an apportunity 1o find out more about The:
Dwoves Satar Farm. Aliendess do not need io regisier i advance i0 alend an n-
person consultation svent.
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Waonue Date and Time

Sporle Community Centre: 78 The Sineet, Sporie,  Saturday 31 May 325
King's Lynn, PE32 20R 00 1700

Narborough Community Cenine : Chalk Lane, Monday 2 June 225 1000
Narborcugh, PE3Z 15R 1400

Swaffham Assambiy Rooms: 1 Market Piaos, Wisdnesciay 11 June 2005
Swaffham, PEIT TAR T2 PO

‘Westacre Theatre: River Road, West Acre, King's  Frcay 20 June 202§ 10:00-
Lynn, PE32 1UD 1400

. »
12. The Applicant wil also host two webinars for nierested partes o jon va
‘elephone or online via Livestorm, a conferencing piatform.

Date Time
Thursday § June 2025 1230- 1X30
‘Wednesday 25 June 2025 TS0 1530

L L
13, We will require attendess to register for these: oniine events N advance va 3
registration form. The link o the regisiration form will be avalabie on The Deoves
Solar Farm website, which will also provide joring nstrucsons.

14. For further information or quesies, please call 0800 0128 154 (free of charge
wrile by lefier o FREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR FARM (no siamp or furiher
deails required); email infoiidrovessolarfanm. ook or visit

wowrw. drovessolarfarm. ook,

To chtain hard copies of the consultation documents:

16. Hard copies of all ofher consultaiion materals. ncheding e PEIR. may be

T during the 1 period by e on
FREEFHONE 0800 (129 154 or by email io nfoiEdrovessolardfam. oo uic.

16, Requests for ion nan format ssch as lange
prirt or awdio for those with visul arman

those wha do not speak English as thesr first language will be considersd on a
case-by-case basis. Requess for multiple copies of these documents wil be
considered an a case-hy-case basi and a reasorable charge mary apply b oover
printing and postage costs.

17. A prinied hard copy of the PEIR will cost £750 {which inciudes. prining and
postage costs).

Have your say

1B. Feedbadk can be provided through the Corsuitation Fesdback Form on e
Applicant’s websile al www.drovessolarfarm.co.uk. Hardoopy feedback forms wil
alza be available at the mformation point detaled above and at the n-person
onsullaiion events.

15. The Consultation Feedback Form, resporses io the consultation or ofher
repressntations in respect of The Droves: Soclar Fam can aiso be sent to e
Applicant by email to infoifidrovessolarfarm. co.uk or by post o FREEPOST THE
DROVES SOLAR FARM jno stamp or further details required).

2. Any response ar representation in nespect of the propesed DGO must be
receined by the Applicant on or before 2358 on Wiednescday S July 2025

The Applicant will consder and have regard o 2l responses io consuitafion and
pultlicity when developing its DCO application. Individual responses mary be
made publicly available., or made available bo the Secretary of Siaie. the Planning
Inspecioraie and ofher relevant siatuiony authories, n accordance wilh e
requirements of the Planning Act 2008 and data protection legisiation
Respondents da not have to provide: any personal indormation, but this:
information will help the Appiicant 1o understand the range: of responses and
enable the Applicant in send you further information reiating o The: Droves Solar
Farm. Personal information will be kept confidential whens: possibie Please refer
o our Privacy Notics for more details on The Droves Solar Famm websie:

wowrw. drovesssolarfarm. ookl
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The Guardian (Wednesday 14 May 2025)
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1 Motics o heraby g Bt The v Lol farn Lsted v Appicant™) ooy rgatmten st [4684.0500 of Dt 257 Cote Shoden. 555 Morwter ot Lomion. Engiees S8 54V, propssm o asely &0 the Sty of State for
Ermroy Sacurity wd Mt s oo Saction 57 i the Mg Act 20008 for » Diwcooresd Gt O for B Do s o B

2 Thm s Sciar Fare el coer o cortoned e 3 acemrmatey 0 rectare of are i Gl Mo it o oot et o e Mooy e A e ety Sovw. Bevme st twnchy e St rartong i 1 gereral st o el chrectian.
Vien Aces R s Blarford L bordier Eve Sl sior B wauthers i scumm s Sy as Sy oor i Siary roaies parali = B st = Sicni®h dcrw i S pumcion b The AN Catie Acrs s dmergrng i B
ALDESI rurs in.a genscsl sorB-aouth diraction rauting parslel sk e e Soatary of S St

5 The roves Skar Faen well comnt of

&1 A Coriorar sactncal b R i Tt e ity e ot of sty o 200 et trore The Srove Lot Farn o e
Surbon Goel Subat o

=14 SN bl S bt cpwre Sy Mg e Swrty o = ztwr redan Sw ot of sttty from The Deves Sotar Fares b s Matonad G
21 A Bursery Ermegy Storage Sqvten IBES) ama

= erttion ad ren i ot sy morits, for e o = feceg, Wy S erSweorh, Byt ad acen worka, e s stharosrend s ey
Wi ol and work v

1} Catle Ricaris Carckor - urdderground cablieg corrmcig B sk ey b st Comemrc Lk b S 2695 st S Confiror Subndsir,

31 o Correrton Comeor - cahing Snrecting S D orer ot ste o S SISer e Satrter St o SIrEmSce b e S Sy SPECE 1 U ASS OE WHET SIES rs 56 LR o e e b

1 G Connechon krbaatuctns - Undergrard sxdior v e e, s B o [ of commcion

4. Tha propomed DC0 will, smoeg o tarp, st
EEILOE TUNTETArCE S ST o D W P BT ST IS T ST S FEAST ST I AR S ey (g ety
.mmdumu--w-unmum_h“—'@-qﬁ_ e e e St Sy e bt
The apication, et & reERsory S e ko and e m

lmmﬂumwmn—mw“d:—n ey i r—
S Tom s Soar Fares . Ereroerantsl et Szsmers €040 Sraiormet £ S coran, ot e B Frgue 20T Ti o that U proped sore conaue
ket for mhech an £12 n woared and B propow aceecatn o 3 D0 wd Swmas o T Sermrart: wil o J oetsted drepse of T Droves ol Faen ant e,
2 bty ugdficant srrormesial sfischy, mﬂ-i_hhhh‘#ﬂ—_hn-dh:—hnlh—'&m S Y ST pe—

2 Wors Techrecal Sumeary 150

Statutory comsult ation

& The Applca  urderiskng o abriitory comufbrion on e propmas for T O Scior Faees Sxfmms ey 21 sy 20505 s Viickunciny 9 iy 2075

T4 caey of e PELR ingetser with s PELR WIS the Stoterment of Comeurty Comataten SaCl) e sfver cormtstes Sromess, S e fus oo f vt srees. s detai of e o s ocation of The Drovn o
o e Fowr on fhe Apphoarts et o e docurmrts ey of s e ca s (s Szt wl e £ e S 2 et S Wiaiesey 21 iy 2029 o Wy 9 July 2025

. P copamn of e PELR PEIR WTS Soct. maem ar s el S morkatts for mcusice e of curgs o fnsemnciay 23 My S5 e Pty JE05S it rormsten sard Semw rd s, e Camuttaas rformaten

Bockls ad the Corsuftabon Fodbuck: Farn wal be snaabi b uke sy oo o g o B rebr=sion et Sxiom

9 Elacton oo of e Sal IR ard WTS can sy b vasmmec - i iirary's corspacine Wi scom o e commior of S iy & v wwsierstes o s iy sy B et W recorsmnd contachng e lxary to chec the

g e pra &2 et

Ve Adiraaa Sy b Conact detal

Swaffran Lbrary St Lty Tor Pgste Sanfenr 217 2F D et o meSEE & T gmeesEn Ewmaé Erarmgmorib gous:
Jrm——— [—rrE Ty

b

Ty ez Taaree ST

[Ty~

e

T T T e O e
e iy

S s e

Woremy Saw i Uo - U Levan aoww

[ MR T ——
Trmrwia fa = T - Cewr Levany morm
Tt B = Ui - Ol Library accem
Freing: S i v - D Ly accmmn
Amrzay Sare o Sour - O Ltmn xTEn

S K iz A - D Liseary sz

B
T et S ey b e S

10 T Aot wll s e miormaion ovnia S prowc s perien wilf S coporiaady & s Su et s 0 el o s wih sesien o i o S The s of the sverta cn e o biow
1 Thna coruitatior sres e n cportuney Lo S o rors s Ty Sroen Sar fare. Sttreoen o e T GROAT F SSNSTY £ ST AT £ SRS Fe

Verimm Sinin s Tiomm:
‘Sparis Corsrmuraty Castrs Sy 5 iy 20
T T St Spcrte, Kingrs Ly, FELI 200 s P00
Harborugh Commmity Cantra [r——y—
Chalk Lo, Rastoreugh PELD 1R beoe- jeoa
Lwafham Aasemiely Az e L dre S
L darkat Place, Smaffiam, PEY 788 1200 1400
‘Watacrs Fheatr Sy X 2
P —— T -] [T

L T smieart wll asn bt S et for DT FIFD. S N 3 SESCIUTE X DRI £ LNSTT 5 SRR S

‘Darte T
Trarsatay 5 urm 205 L
Weckraaciey 25 Jiorw 205 B B
I Ve el way ST 3 rEGTIET or e oRinE FATE N KSR 0 8 regntrte b Ty it gt ot o seeess = T Devees S S wesin e mm s poe g mmincion.
M. For fursher . pinana call T = g e S ———
! e rowssstarfurm o e
ot
5. Fard copemn of sl aser comtafion rrariessh, mckading S PEIR sy e regdac! dire B comtafass perod By riacteg Sw Aot [E R
I Augumts fr “mnmmh_-:--—rnrm-_m Rt ---——hu--nu—bﬁn-hu“n-w—-uu
Coe-try-crm b, Recuant o e cocn o - e v sy ' o e, and roviage b
anﬂmdn?ﬂiuﬂﬂsﬂm_mn“m
Hawe

o
nhﬂﬂthwuhtmmh-hm-ﬁ‘__n:- Sty ety forrm wil a0 S0 sumintie ! Sx vt ot frialed sove aad sl e s
cormusitation merts.
¥ Tha Cmatioe o Fusctuch P, swuporen b e st o sty remnarttor = et 2 T D S S o e e it Soeme oy e iedeardrevesster e co.uk
o oy st o PREEPOST THE DROVES SOLAR PARM | rc wiare or befier deba e
1 Ary e cr seRETboe ot o e o DED mese e byt Aot oo seory 2 S o Moy § Jmy S

The Appear m comaier a e g 2 A MO T STRARINIT ANE SESET) ST SPRSCDIT £ UL STRCton. Lol TRCITT T 0N TECH MENCY MEAER O TUCH aveledr bt Seeary of Sl e Parnrg
Iruztorals ard i it ek ATt FarSISR A M RIS Sy Samey St SOOE T S0 SR aTenTy

bruporionts du o e Lo PV TP PETEINGl IRORTEIN SO TH FISITLSCE W G SN TG SR S TENG I TSR i I SOt 1 M ps hortter mtrrnee et o Tre Droves S Fam earal
wformubon wil e ket cosfdeial whar oot P e oe Py oo i o defai o= P Do Scir fore e s dvessnsier facm ca -

79 PINS reference: EN0110013



\

The Droves Solar Farm — Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report

80

Eastern Daily Press (Wednesday 14 May 2025 and Wednesday 21 May 2025)

WEOMESDI MAY 14, 2005 [EASTERN DAILY PRESS 43
OTHER
SECTICH A8 PLANII ACT 2000 aser accem hours, & merrborabi b reguissd o
Fagainbon d ol The ifrasnchurs Plaming (Appioalions: Prascrised Forms and Procaders| Reguistions 508 o e By
Maboa pathoiming & prpoasd appicalion ke & Davapman: Carasrl Ordar (DGO % coniract, aperais, maintain Open wasssn R
#n2 Sururrriann @ ol phdcedle: (4] geanabeg deboe, sdb o gy sy o o S S
g x3 AEsciied brisainucin on lsnd norh of Sealtan snd ao of Cards Ao e Sarklk ki e Tous - iy [ Ry oo
Kikes i st ¥ Tt (1o S, el o "0t ik [ et i
ASELEAG1 of LU 25.7 Cocka BUaboR. 188 Whunster AOa). Loawdon. Erviastl WA BARL. profoses
'niu‘hcnhlrdill-kulmwhﬂﬂr\-udllllmuodﬂhdm:wdd.mlnlmlml
Dorvwioperend Corvsten Droer e Ton Drowes Betor Farm 1 T8 Appsoaten”)
4 Toa Droves e Frm wll comsr w comarad wea of ooty 15 Raciars o ans o ' Toe Sireay o 2 Are - G ey sccees
S i localed sauth of Scuth Acr, Wl Acos and Caabe Acre Hha S, routing o n Péaans cois: Mersbershis i bea, S we mcaTasasd
S e o e -nrmhnqwhmwmrm?mmuwmm-w g i vt i P ey o s e |
sen n pral
e onncm o ml emty derrelrog pgripo 5. Tha depacant wil hast s i prosicis intaraied parses w1 e cpparnty 1 Ve i

3 Tes Droves Solr e i coraal of

A Cusicmer Ssbaistion, which sonpsses slecrical iskmissciuns sch as el weitchgas and
PTG s e i ek D e of sbesiicely LD be 400K [kBaves dor Tha Droees
ok Farm 12t Kaksral Grid Substass

€] AS3CKY Kuboral Crid Sutralabee apenaied bry Raboral Drid Eleciricly Tranmamawon and assoceke
iacaricl inkasiaciun and oiber sacilary works naqaired ko iacliate e seport of siecircity fom Tha

redgEscr nns askarcomeT rnUE, warks i

atas R Sk — ARTONAE CAANE GIRECHRG TR BOAN MITRY SRS A CRTEAN LYER T
e BESS anl tha Cusiomer Subwiadion

Al G Connecien Cormair - saning ooaseciey e Corioner Bunssion 1) e Myonyi Grid Seteiaion
Feinl of camracion fa buner tha arergy 0 e st gt wpsla, which g b

of ew

®
Mmmt-wnﬂoam-nm-msumhww Thae @bk B0 I8 dverls oai Do
wcl bakow.

0. These corauabsn svents offer B oEporiurity 12 nd o none shout Tha Decve Solar fae. Adesdens 3o 0ol
Pl 15 AN I WG Wt AR 1 {000 O AR, Bt

i (Bate il Tie
Sacris Commenity Canire.
| 75:The Sraai. Soork, Kirgfs Lyue, PER2 200

Satmrtny 11 Wuy 2025
| mepo- 100

u..we..,-a.a-.m.am | orssay & Juse 2005
| Cawk Lase, Harborasgn, FEIF 158 - e

| Sstham Anssrbip Rooms ol 11 June T35
7 Markr! Pace, Swwam, PEST TAD 00 1

Frigen 2 Juw 226
v, PR U0 0. 8

| Wastasre Treaue
| Fver Rasa, wew s, Hing

ey Dot o el (il Euinsmeiion, el T Doend of pesnesion.
4 The pespoaed DGO Wl STong oiter Tinga. sulaiss

+  Conairscios, operation, mainisrarce nd decormissianing of fhe salar 7V slaciricity generis
Witk dred it devrro e ponrehion nd erary ore oy,

+  CoMpulsony SSauion of MRd, \Nsiucing iebsnsats in |aas, righe s Ind and i of
ook, cmrica  cuiries, dusspare! o sl fghis v e it i & the Bemparacy
=

. lmmmmmnm“ cpssben sl ichtuten chadvy iagstas st
COMMpLATY PR A IS BAS W

*  Buch asclary, icideniel s
[Ty -

B rum-mrmummmmru rummumi

L]

wmora. boarsen pezerty nghi, perds and cotsena

| cwvelopmant for T pepases of e
abaea 297 This Fveints sl i proscaed
et for » D00 wi

wummn..-mm.hummn recpires wt..pmpa
vz B by an Etatyrmt, T e et Ll
amwnumumm-swmmmnm wardicant ST

m.q-lcm._-xmmm.uulmv
& Won-Tackrical

undariskisg & aixdiory caassistion on e propomsls b Tha Cvosas Soir Fam beiwssn

vy £ My 8024 and ety § Ju 208

T A ot sl 1 PEIR Nt won [ PER NTS, 66 SXBkwent of Camvsasily SOt IB5CEL ) e
oo-uumaum.um.wm.-w.mmommmummummnmi
Tocaton of Tr Droess Sewr Farm cin be lund o8 te AnesoTs setele i T doouments it
s z2.uk. Thasa docaments w6 os 1 resd, dowrked ard parl umumnuzl
u-.m-mm-—amum,zne-;

e FEIRL FEIR RS, SoilC. waes grad plans will e availane ko inspaainn free of ohange
mmm;lmmm B Juy 2345 i I8 irkerabion poi bakre. Hard copes of
pe MY bR e BN ore] e 005100 FbILach FB aol D8 dnadamie 00 15k3 e Fred 81
husge from Hhe inksormion poiai below

. Electronic comee of i BoCC, PENY %S NTS tan aho ba vavesd on the leay's compulee, Whils scsem b
et COMEENST M e BRORTY B8 Vs & TERTERTATS o Ty BEATy MRlly D3 MCRAISEL IR PCONVESES SIELMTNEG
e Borary b= Chech the spening Srees psor ko valeg

v Andrass Opeing timaa Contact satmiln

1z

Fezphzan m whe hast e ubinars b iskried Zarbn i o via lwphons or orkes v Lk, 8
m

COrfHBCng RN

| mane Tiess
| Phurnduy & s 2028 1298 1230
| Wadnancay =3 furm 7123 TE3- 1230
13, Wi il rocuion saginiar Io: theas orline sveris in ackasce via & mgiakation form. Tha Bk o

sttandea:
T iyt koo wil o aviriatie oo T Dvoves Sl Farm seteite, whioh sl sins pevios ey
inruc
. For lurthar inforrastian o quasies, plaxms call PREZPHOME SE00 D125 124 {inea of casgal wils by ke
FREEPOET THE DROVES: BOLAR FARW [ne mom o1 furtier aeiis soguined) eneil nfedarmsmolariam
o o vl www.droveaEaNESTLC Lk
To oiiaia Rard cozies of the carauisiios documest
5. Hard cegten of sl ol covelation sl chodeg e FEIR may be gt duing e comatabas
Penias by cantcting s Appicant an FRSEPHONE SA00 0159 154 or by 87l i infs-scrossssol artam co.ut
V2. Recusai ko conmstation msssrisia in an alisrmaiva lrmal such sa farge print o mudio ke hoss wilh veasl
TRt O ) R N AL Rt Ui g e 8 e ENGR s e st Saegusigy o e
Cormidans a6 2 Cas-ty-Camm beain. Recusats lar mulins cozie 2 Bass dacsrents wil b coraidensd on o
i Ry iri Lo a3 il e vy sk B i e 450 Blsbns tirda
AT b peeted N oy of T PERR el oot §TRD fanih inkedes pering aad posiage oo |
Mo oA e
1. Fasekacis can ba provided through e Goassiaion Feadtack Faom on i Appcart s websk x
s drewmmstariarre. oo k. Hariopy besdsack forres wil alsa e avadate a1 P bk m-w-uww
AR R32 N P EA1RGT SO AN avan
15. Tha Coraulabcn Fesctmck Forma, samcrans io tha comuiaion or o e sumpaci of Tha
Dromes Boter Fam can disg e 57 10 i Appioans iy enad 1 isbidarvessrinfamues uk o e oam 0
FREEPOST THE DRCVES SOLAR FARM [ro atermz o1 furtssr duiafs ragairedy.
0L Ay remporme of preseslation in et = e pespcaed D00 mul b recsved by e dccbcast on or
e 33058 aa Wednanday B Juiy 3035
Thes tppkcant wil Soamirer rd hass regu 128 IHASCRARE T CorasRakan 833 ubkciy when deveioping 1 DOC
eyeen ekl
Fearring 220 cifva: rebavard alxbinny uthariBan, b ACSaiSance Wi the eculrsssia o ihe Plrieg

Haaivam | Sauivan Drurey morn) Peues, 3 reamiinsiis:in ot ieuined i
ary,

Erai
BErra T So

Uzary | Lz Bccaas ike i
Tres Poghi, | Stbiad Bourc a
Seanior Sy arel Thuricsy Wasrfors Phoce: D178D 721511
3 Fiky 105
e Sty Ran-ip

A2t F008 avd duta proteciion gtslns
ERSONRE 35 S50 v 1is PAUmitin Ay o0 al arbassraabion,. bl v bakors
undentand B rangs of sapcress and onsbis e Azplc inforration
Hukar Farm, RSAAAl e VR 4 K Saniiiontl s Sosne P o ity P Mhae
chatda on Tha Dreess Salr Famm wabal: wee.

We connect local businesses with new
customers via our industry-leading digital
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Appendix 6: Consultation Leaflet

The Droves
Solar Farm

SOLAR FARM

lslend Grean Power (IGP) is a leading
developer of ulilily-scale solar enargy
projects.

The Dincrves Solar Formn Limited, o subsidiany
al 1=P. s binging forward proposed plors for
a sakor farm with atteny stosoge.

I conserted, The Droves Solor Farm

{"the Praject™) could gersarate aporoximalely
SO0 MWtac (Megowalt Alternating Curent)
al rerewolole enengy, enough ta power
approximaiely 115,000 homes, ornucll.

About The Droves
Solar Farm

The Dinzres Soiar Form woddd cover
apprsximately 825 hactaes of [ond,
gitucited norty of Sworlran ardd acuth af
Cronfle Acre, Weal Norfolk. A we ore dfill

in the eaiy E':I'JL_]E‘S. of lJESIg"I. Eawel whark

iE Cll'lgh':lif'lg o detanmine fhe exoct ora
withim the Site that will De aliocabed for
armdronmenta mifigaticn, solor photovalitaie
P panels, ond associated development.

Chur whikan i for The Droves Sclar Fanm 1o
support the LK's fransition to decarbonied,
Ioaw-Coat renewabie anergy whiss lecving

a podtive kBgacy tof the peaple of
Brecklond cnd its natunal environmend.

Ermvil us af:

inle@dravessiolariarm.co.uk

PNt

DE00 0129 154 |

-1

‘We are now inviting you to lake
part in our sevan-wealk statulory
cansullation. Mere details can
be found overleaf.
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How to get involved

Wha ore e INwiting youw To Toke Dor in our sesan-week siotulory Consutotion hal stars on
21 May and runs unbil 9 July 2025,

QOur events

Wie are hobding a sefes of events o8 port of ol starutory Consulfation whene peopls can view
and discuse aur plong For Tre Drosses Solor Farm with memibers of the project teorm. We ane oleo
Fakding webinar wants for thass unable to aftand i persan.

The statutery consullalion events will be held al the lollowing limes and localions:

ok Ml b i _ fﬁ?::gn?m"ﬁﬂ?s Lynin, FE32 20R
sy 2 Ane g el | Chok Lan;m::;;m":i:.fwnn. PE3Z 15R
MR amclany L} T 1=l T“:?mzrpfaﬁrn&itmlmrmm PEIT TAE
Fridlery 20 June 10001400 | o ACT Thaoks

River Road, West Acre, Narfol, PE3Z TUD

You can register lor our webinars in advance by visiling our websile:
i Craneessclarianm o ook

Thursday 5 June 1230-13:30 onling

Wednesday 25 June 18.30-1930 onliine

Local information point

Wisit our local infomnction point, whete you Com view Jout not fake cway) o hord copy of he
Freliminary Environmental mpoct Repo (PEIR), the Nan-Technical Surnmary (NTE) of tra PEIR, ond
the Statement of Cammunity Consulfation (30C0). You can abo collect a Comsultction Infamrnation
Boakle! and Feedbock Fomn.

Swalham Library « Consultation Informicstion * PEIR
Thie Pighitie, Swltham Bockded « NI
PEIT TOF . Feedbock Form . SoC

Al consulration rmofencs wil e ovailoble to view ond Sowriood fnee of chorge on oun website
Throughaut the shatufory consdioticn pedod.

I (s I woww. drovessolariarm.co.uk, f
it infe@drovessolarfarm.co.uk or 0800 0129 154
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The Droves
Solar Farm

sland Green Power (GF) Is
a leading developer of ulility-scale
solar energy projects.

The Dirgves Solar Farm Uimited, o subsdiary of
5P i bringing farsard peoposed plans fara
sofar formn with battery sioroge.

If consented, Tha Crowes Soiar Form

(“thwe Project™) coud geneote opprosimosety
E00 Mwoc {Megawatt Attemoting Curmant)

of nenerarablo eneegy. onough to power
oppranmotety 115,000 komas, arnually

About The Droves
Solar Farm

Thee Dinoves Sclar Farm wioulkd cover
oppranmotaly 525 hechores of kand,
situated narfn of Swoffhom ond souf of
Coste Acme, West Horolk. As we ons shil

in the early stoges of design. sunwey work

B ongoirg fo deteemine the exoct aeos
withen the Sie that wil be alocosed for
aryimnmerdol mitigotion. soior photovo®oc
(FW} panels. and associohed devalopment

Cur vison is for The Droves Scdar Farm o
suppor the UK's frorsition to decorbonsed
lovanCost renavaable anengy whils lmomdng
a pasive legacy for e peogie of
Brackiond and its natural armanmaont

infoéddrovessolaform.oo.uk

Appendix 7: Consultation Poster

THEg\fEE

SDLAR FARM

How to get involved
Wio am row inviting you 1o foke part in owr seven-weak stotutory coreusation thot
sharis on 21 Moy and runs until  July 2028

Qur events

Wa ame Rolding o senes of events as par of owr siohatery coreu@ation whane peopie can
wimw 0nd deouss our plars fior The Drowes Solor Fomm with membes af the poject teom.
Wa one obo holding webinags eeents dor those unabhe 1o atfend in person,

The stafuiory consulbation events will be held of the following fimes and locofions:
h Sporke Community Cenfre
Saturday 31 M NO3-1700 | _—
= . g T8 Ther Simeat, Spare. King's Lynn, FE32 200
Horoorough Communiy Conia
Chok lone, Marporough, King's Lyrn. PEE2 15R
Swofthamn Assormibly Roomis
| Market Ploce. Swoffram, Morfol, PES? 288

Wost Acre Theatne
Rreer Bood. Wes: Acn, Norfok. PEX2 1UD

Monday 2 Juno 10:500-141K0
‘Wednesday 11 Juno 1200-191K

Friday 20 Sune 10:00= 1410

You gan register for cur webinars in advance by wisiting our website:
whan o korform.oouak

Thursday & Juna 12:30-13:5

‘Wadnesday 25 Juno 18:30-19:50 Qirlre

Local information point

isit our iooat informiation poind. whene you con view (but not toke awaoy’) o hord copy of
thee Presimirecry Envronmental impoct Repart (PERY, the Mon-Tachricol Surmmarny (TS}

of the PESR. ond 1 htement of Community Consutbation (20007, You con oo colect
a Consuttaton Information Bookéet and Feeobock Fomm

Swaitham Liceary - Comaultartion information | FEIR
The Pighte, Swaffham Booket TS
PEXT TOOF * Feedback Famm P

Al consuttation moresials wil be ovailobie fo view ond downlood foe of choge on owr
website fmoughout the satutony consulbation pesod.

Find out mare

T fired it e cbsout aur consuitalion. vl www.drovessolarbarm.co.uk,
o cantacth aur Community Ralafons Taom af inleRdrovessolardanm.co.uk
or 0800 0129 164
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Appendix 8: Site notices

South Acre

%
L
%
B
%
*

Site Notice Location
] Red Line Boundary

Siyer DA
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Appendix 9: Local Planning Authorities responses to SoCC consultation

Norfolk County Council (March 2025)

;g Norfolk County Council

Morfolk County Council response to the Island Green Power
Consultation on:

Droves Solar — Statement of Community Consultation

March 2025

1. Overview

Thank you for consulting Norfolk County Council on your draft Statement of
Community Consultation (SoCC).

The County Council welcomes the opportunity to comment on the draft SoCC and
broadly welcomes the suggested consultation approach. The County Council
recognises the positive actions that Island Green Power are planning to take to
engage with local communities across Norfolk.

2. Detailed Comments
2.1 General Comments

The County Council was pleased to have sight of an early iteration of the draft SoCC
in December 2024

The County Council is pleased a non-technical summary of the PEIR will be
available.

2.2 Early Engagement

The County Council would like to see further information on which stakeholders were
engaged with, as mentioned in section 6.1; it isn't clear whether this included the
groups listed in Appendix 1. It is also unclear whether the letters sent to neighbours
are the same as the 5,760 addresses who received the newsletter. It would be
helpful to append the content of the letter and newsletter they received.

It would be helpful to include as an appendix the information presented at the
engagement workshops, referred to in section 7.1.

2.3 Consultation Methods
The County Council are pleased with the number and location of consultation events

proposed. The Council suggests the events are not scheduled during May half term
as this may limit numbers that can attend.
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The County Council would like to be named as a statutory consultee in section 8.
The Norfolk Fire and Rescue Service request they are added as a non-statutory
consultee, in the list of non-statutory consultees referred to in section 8.

The Norfolk County Council SKills team are pleased to see that schools and colleges
in the relevant area will be consulted, as mentioned in section 8. The Skills team
would also like to see further engagement for skills and employment, either through
a dedicated employment and skills session/workshop within this phase of
engagement, or by consulting more widely with the Skills team, local colleges and
the Local Skills Improvement Plans (LSIP) to understand the local skills context.
Consulting further at this stage will better inform the Socio-Economic section of the
PEIR, and the EIA on workforce development in due course.

The local interested groups listed in Appendix 1 appears to be a list of all groups,
rather than focussed on those that are local to the scheme and/or would have a
particular interest in the proposals.

2.4 Map of Primary Consultation Zone

A key for the map of the indicative primary consultation zone (appendix 2) would be
helpful to understand what certain areas refer to, for instance the purple stars and
yellow shaded areas.

2.5 Consultation Period

The County Council would like to see the consultation period, currently listed as 6
weeks, extended to an 8—10-week period to allow adequate time for the County
Council to fully assess its statutory functions as the Highway Authority, Lead Local
Fleod Authority, Public Health, Mineral and Waste Planning, Economic
Development, Historic Environment etc. In addition, there is a Bank Holiday during
the consultation period reducing the number of working days.

Where possible, the County Council requests early sight of consultations such as the
PEIR and NTS ahead of the formal consultation, to allow as much time as possible
to assess the documents, prepare its response and go through the County Council's
reporting mechanisms. The County Council would be willing to sign non-disclosure
agreement (NDA) where appropriate.
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Breckland Council (21 February 2025)

From: Wood. Simon | =m0 zovuie

Sent on: Friday. February 21, 2025 1:31:57 PM

To: Info (Droves solar Farm) <info@drovessolarfarm.co.uk>

CC: Collins, Rebecca <‘bm::klmd,go\iuk>

Subject: FW: The Droves Solar Farm - Consultation on draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)

Attachments: Invitation to consult on draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)_The Droves Solar Farm pdf (179.24 KB), The Droves Solar Farm_Statement of Community
Consultation DRAFT.pdf (779.72 KB)

Follow up:  Follow up
Start date:  Friday, February 21, 2025 12:00:00 AM
Due date: Friday. February 21, 2025 12:00:00 AM

Categories: LPA SoCC

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the Organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe

Dear Sir
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the draft Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC).

| have no fundamental issue with the document as presented but would like to make the following points:

The Indicative PCZ map at Appendix 2 shows the area extending into Kings Lynn and West Norfolk. | would support that. At Section 8 of the document the PCZ is referenced as being within
the host authority of Breckland. | think the text should reflect that it includes the neighbouring district as well. | am also pleased to note that the PCZ incudes all of Swaffham

| am pleased to see that neighbouring, as well as host, Parish and Town Councils appear to be included within the circulation list. | think it would be beneficial to clarify that member Briefings
will include not only Breckland and NCC but Kings Lynn and West Norfolk as well

| would suggest that the host Parishes and neighbouring Parishes are briefed separately as well.

As well as Swaffham Library to host hard copies of documents | would suggest Kings Lynn, Dereham or Fakenham libraries as well as Parish Council Offices and Swaffham Town Council
offices.

| am happy to discuss these points.
Regards

Simon

Simon Wood

Director of Planning and Building Control
Breckland Council

PINS reference: EN0110013
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Borough Council of King’s Lynn and West Norfolk (3 March 2025)

PINS ref: ENO110013
Our ref: 24/ 0168T/NSIPCO Baraugh Council of

Case Officer Lucy Smith (Senior Plannar) King‘s Lynn &
Email: g Ik gav.uk
DMM“ West Norfolk

Via email: infoi@drovessolarfarm.co.uk
03 March 2025

RE: The Droves Solar Farm — Draft Statement of Community Consultation

Dear Sophie
Thank you for your emall dated 5t February 2025 which relates to the SOCC draft for The Droves Solar Farm.

Following a review of our Statement of Community Invalvement (2017), the Borough Council of Kings Lynn
and West Norfolk are In broad agreement with the intended seope as set out within the draft document. We do
howaver the following comments to make, as follows:

= We request that Host and Neighbouring Parish Councils are specifically included within Section B. As it
stands, Castle Acre Parish Councll are excluded from the document and are not included either in the
main text or Appendix 1. Castle Acre Parish Council are an imporiant consultes given the proximity of the
site to and impacts on their area.

+ |n Secton 10, for your reference, we would normally expect notices in publications to include the Eastern
Daily Press (EDP), Lynn News, and Your Local News._

s In so far as Local Authority Communication Channels, the Borough Council would likely be able 1o
promote the consultation throwgh our communication channels also.

+ Please can you ensure that consideration ks given to areas outside the PCZ in Appendix 2, particularly In
regard to areas Impacted by other NSIP schemas — for example High Grove Solar. The effects of the
schemes in combination may warrant broader consultation.

Kind regards,
Lucy Smith
Senior Planner

[King's Court, Chapel Sireel, King's Lynin, Norfolk PE30 1EX

www.west-norfolk.gov.uk Cusiome Inkoematian Gentre: (1553) &16200

88 PINS reference: EN0110013
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Appendix 10: Section 47 notice

Eastern Daily Press (Wednesday 23 April 2025)

WEDNESDAY WPRIL 13, 2025 EASTERN DIILY PRESS

E2

Notice & af G [

{SoCC) in accordance with Section 47(6) of the Plamning Act 2008,

Mofice is heretry green that The Droves: Sclar F!I’""l.lT‘IlDﬂ U'w Applicant] (Company Humber 14684480), whose registersd office & at Unit 25.7 Coda Sludios 105 Munster Aoad, London,
Englared, EWE S4W has a SolCl in with Saction 47 ol the Planning Act 2008

i Bohaing

Tha Applcant is propesing a naw sclar praject lacated on land norih of Swaffham and souih of Casile Acre, West Morfolk. Tha Droves Sclar Fam could supply approdmaiaty S00MWac of
renewabis enengy to the Mational Grid and would support regional and nationsl for reducing carbon emissions to ket zera, conirbute 1o improvements 1o local ecology and bedmemsity
and dalver afordabia, subsidy-4raa erergy. Thia Applicant will work closaly with stakahaldars and tha local community 10 deweiop Tha Drowes Solar Farm proposals, Raving regard t tha
feedback received during public consultation,

The Groves Soiar Farm is a Mationally Significant infrastructure Progect (NSIF) under the Planning Act 2008 a= # has & propossd generation capacity of cesr SOMW. &= & NSIP ;s Applicant
must submit an applicatian lor 4 Developmant Cansent Onser (DGO o e Secnatary ol Stata lor Enengy Sacurity and Nat Zano, undar Secton 37 of tha Planning Act 2008,

Tha Applicant is & subsidiary of lsland Grean Powar Group Limied 1GF).

Statesnunt of Communily Condullation [3a0C)

Tha Apglicani has a duly io coraull the leeal cemmunity undar Baciion 47 of the Plansing Act 2008. The Apoicani has heralors prenamd a SoCC thal axpining how peopnle Bving inihe viciniy
of proposed Scheme boundary will be consubsd throughout the pre-application process and how it intends & consult on the Prelimisary Ervironmental informasicn Report (PEIR) which wil
inlare tha linal |ES]. Tha ian procass @ seaignad b provida inlorsation snoul The Drowes Solar Fam and giv the apportunity for 10Cal communiies b hase
their =2y and help develop e final design.

This notice provides formal notfication of ®e publication of the So00 which can be viewed, free of charge, on the dooument Kbrary ab wyew drovessolarfarm ook & hard copy of the S0l s
Al Faiable b Fapect W e inlermason poinl cetailed below.

The Cansultalian Procwss

Thi Apglcant will ba holding its slalulory consadtalion beteaan 21 M and 3 July 2025 The Aaplicant wil hoal @ senes of Sonsilation scivilias, which wil be maiabi and

accessibie bo 2l inlerested members of e local community. Al consuliation maierials will be avalable bo view, free of charge. during the slatulory consullalion period on the Scheme

wakziln

Hard copsa of Wi SaCC wil be NIFDH T inspection liom 23 ARl 2025 untl 9 Ky 2025 al B islarmalion pornt isled below,

Hard copies of the PEIR and Mon-Techmical Summarny will be availabie lor inapaction from 27 Mey ol 3 July 2025 ai the information poini listed balow,

Harg copiss of thi Conaullatian Information Boaklet & the Consutalion Fesdback Form will s smlable al B amalion port isled Below 1 lake ey fee of chings fom

21 May undll B July 2025,

Electronio copies of the 50GC, PEIR and Mon-Teohnical Summary can also be viewsd on the lbmary's compuber. Whils socess [n #he computer al the libeary s free, a membershin for the library
miy b requingd We recosmaend contacling the libery 16 check Be apening Bmes prior i visting

Wenue Address Dpening times Contsct details

Swaltham | Swaltham Library, The Figha, During stafied hours, & membershin is nol required o access the boary. Email
Library Swaltham, PEIT TDF Stafled hours: 3
Tuwesday and Thursday 10am-7pm

Fricay | pmme-Tpm

Saturday 10am-4pm

Diufirg G760 SCcaas hours, & Mestanahip i rhauned b o e by,

Dpen access kours:

Monday: Bam to Tpm - Open Library acoess

Tuesday: Bam bo 10am - Open Library access

Wedresday: fam to Tom - Open Liorary acoess

Thursdey: Bam to 10iam - Open Library access

Fricay: Bam bo 1pm - Open Livrary acoess.

Sturciny: Bam bo 108m - Open Library acoms

Sunday. 10 ta dps - Opan Library accias

Pizase nofe: Membarsnip is fres, and we recommend gewing in fouch with Me Bivary far mane details.

s S ool Qo UK
Pheone: 01780 721513

A hard copy of the PEIR can be providsd on request, Siaugh thers will be o cost assookabed with this. The cost of printing and delvering the PEIR will be corfirmad prior 10 the start of the
conaullation peried,

The SeCC, Conasultation infarmalion Beokiel, Consutalion Fesdback Form, r aned B

audio or brailie format, free of charge WHoN requost 1o the Applicant on 0800 0129 164 |fres of charga) or by smail at
Aeguests for translaed dooumends will be corsidered on a case-y-oase basls. Requests for multiple copies of these doouments will be considered on a case-ty-case basls and a reasonable
charge may saply ta cover printing and pastags coms.

Faadbach o b provicded through the Consultation Fesdback Form on the Apglicant’s webaite balween 21 May and 9 July 2025

Forms will also be availatile ai the information point detalled abowe bebween 21 May and 8 July 2025 and al the in-person consultation everds listed below.
The Cansultation Fesdback Form, responses 1o the cansultation cr ofher representation in respect of The Orowes Solar Farm can alsa be sent to the Applicant by emal to
inlpigrovessatarfarmeouk o by post lo FREEPCST THE DACVES SOLAR FARM ino stama or lurther detaits requined),

Any reaponan or representation in respect of ®e praposed DGO must be recsived by the Appicant om or belfors 171.50P6 on Wednesday Sth July 2035,

Indgermption Events

The: Applicant will be hoating public information svenis (o prosids further appertunities fo vew e consultation materisls as smil 52 speak with members of te project tess. The deiails of the
avants are as tolows:

Summary al the PEIR can be made availsbie i hard copy, leege prini,
InlpE koS o0 e tarm oo k.

. Hard copy Conmitation Fesdback

Wenus Date and Time

Sporie T Cendre, 78 The Streel, Sporie. King's Lynn, FE32 DR ‘Sahwrday 31 May 2025 11:00 - 17:00

Narborough Community Centre, Chalk Lane, Harbarcugh, PEIZ 158 Mgnday 2 June 3025 10:00 - 14:00

Swallham Assambly Rooms, 1 Mickel Place, Swallham, FEI7 TAB Wadtnasdi 11 Juna 2025 12:00 - 19:00

Westnere Thaatre, River Aoad, West Acre, King's Lynn, PE32 1UA Friday 20 Jung 2025 10:00 « 14:00

Webinars
The Applicant will alse be hosiing twe webinars for siakehoiders to join via felephane or enline via Livesiorm, an online web corferencing platiorm for webinars and wirfual mesting.

Date Time
Thursday & Juns 3028 1830 - 1330
Wity 35 Jure 2035 1830 - 1930

W will require altenchess: i regiaiar for hass anling svenis in sdvance via @ aulomaied regisiraiion Torm an the Livesicem wabsiia, Tha link io ihe registeaiion ferm Tor ihe webirars wil bs
avallale on the Scheme website. Instnucticrs on how to regisier and attend the webinars wil alse be provided on the Scheme website.

Gtk in Towsh
o ik
Caling our Fresphone: 0800 0128 164
Writing te us at: FREEPOST THE DRCVES SOLAR FARM (rea stamg or lurihar dalails requined)
Wissting owr websste st wyw crovessolarfarm ook

PINS reference: ENO1

10013



	1 Introduction
	1.1 Purpose of this document
	1.1.1 This Adequacy of Consultation Milestone Report (“the Report”) has been prepared on behalf of The Droves Solar Farm Limited (“the Applicant”), as part of the application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) (“the Application”) for The Droves Sol...
	1.1.2 The Applicant proposes to apply to the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero (“the Secretary of State”) under the Planning Act 20080F  (“the Act”).
	1.1.3 In 2024, the government published two advisory documents relating to the Act.
	1.1.4 These documents introduce an Adequacy of Consultation Milestone (AoCM) to the application process, providing an opportunity for the Applicant to outline the stages of consultation undertaken to date, confirm the approaches set out in the Stateme...
	1.1.5 The Applicant must make a written submission to the Inspectorate as part of the AoCM. Under Section 55(4)(b) of the Act, at the acceptance stage, the Planning Inspectorate will seek formal views from local authorities about the adequacy of consu...
	1.1.6 The Applicant intends to submit this report no later than three months prior to the submission date of November 2025, as set out in the Programme Document, which was made available on the Scheme website from January 2025.
	1.1.7 The Applicant has committed to early, meaningful consultation during the pre-application stage. Engagement with the local community, elected representatives, parish councils, landowners and other stakeholders has informed the Applicant of concer...
	1.1.8 This Report provides an overview of the engagement and consultation activities undertaken to date and how these comply with the requirements of the Act.
	1.1.9 The Applicant is providing this document to the Planning Inspectorate to demonstrate how it has complied with the consultation and publicity requirements prescribed by Sections 42, 46, 47 and 48 of Act, associated provisions of The Infrastructur...

	1.2 Scheme overview
	1.2.1 The Scheme is a solar photovoltaic (PV) electricity generation and storage facility with an expected power output of up to approximately 500 MWac. It is located on approximately 825 hectares of land and is situated on land north of Swaffham and ...
	1.2.2 The Scheme is wholly located within the administrative boundaries of Breckland Council and Norfolk County Council, who are the host authorities.
	1.2.3 The Droves Solar Farm will consist of:
	1.2.4 The proposed Development Consent Order (DCO) will, among other things, authorise:


	2 Consultation and engagement approach
	2.1 Consultation approach
	2.1.1 The Applicant has engaged with stakeholders and the community in line with the requirements set out in the Act, along with the Guidance on pre-application consultation published by the government, as well as the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice No...
	2.1.2 The approach to consultation consists of two broad phases:
	2.1.3 A summary of the initial engagement and early engagement workshops that took place as part of the non-statutory consultation and the statutory consultation is provided in Section 2.3 and Section 2.4 respectively.

	2.2 Initial engagement
	2.2.1 The primary aim of the Applicant’s initial engagement was to introduce the early-stage proposals for the Scheme, including the early environmental assessments and site selection work carried out to date.
	2.2.2 As part of the initial engagement, the Applicant issued letters in August 2024 introducing the Scheme to:
	2.2.3 The letter invited stakeholders to an introductory briefing on the Scheme. The Applicant met with local councillors from Breckland Council, Norfolk County Council, the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, and host and neighbouring pari...
	2.2.4 In addition to the introductory briefing meetings, the Applicant issued letters to near neighbours, which are residential and commercial properties within 50 m of the proposed development boundary for the Scheme (“the Site”).

	2.3 Non-statutory consultation
	2.3.1 The Applicant devised a non-statutory engagement approach which included a series of issue-based workshops, rather than an exhibition-led model, to gather focused input from stakeholders on specific technical and local issues. Alongside these wo...
	2.3.2 In September and October 2024, the Applicant held these early-engagement workshops with invited stakeholders, including local councils, community groups, and technical consultees, to introduce the proposals for the Scheme and to identify key iss...
	2.3.3 These workshops took the form of a presentation by the project team, followed by a collaborative masterplanning exercise between stakeholders and the Applicant, to capture local knowledge and incorporate this into ongoing environmental assessmen...
	2.3.4 Two in-person workshops, providing an opportunity to discuss the proposals and raise questions, were held with local councils and community groups. A summary of these sessions is provided in Table 2.
	2.3.5 A number of technical stakeholders expressed an interest in participating but were unable to attend in person. The Applicant therefore organised a series of online workshops to discuss specific topic areas in greater detail.
	2.3.6 These workshops, which used slides relevant to the technical disciplines from the presentation given at the in-person events, were each followed by a Q&A session to address any questions and gather further feedback. A summary of these sessions i...
	2.3.7 The Applicant notes that the later Ecology and Biodiversity workshop was arranged to discuss written feedback provided during the non-statutory consultation period on materials presented as part of the early-engagement workshops.
	2.3.8 A Workshop Summary Report5F  was prepared by the Applicant, providing a summary of the early engagement workshops, including feedback received. The report was shared with stakeholders and uploaded to the Scheme website on Tuesday 3 December 2024.
	2.3.9 To raise awareness of the Scheme, in October 2024, the Applicant also circulated an initial newsletter to local communities (defined by a Primary Consultation Zone (“PCZ”)) of approximately 5,760 residential and business addresses, as shown in A...
	2.3.10 The newsletter included information about the Scheme, such as an indicative timeline, Site map and details on how to contact the project team – including the website, email address and Freephone number – for those seeking further information. I...

	2.4 Statutory consultation
	2.4.1 In accordance with Sections 42, 47 and 48 of the Act, the Applicant has undertaken pre-application consultation on the Scheme ahead of submission of the Application, with the following consultees:
	2.4.2 The statutory consultation was held for seven weeks from Wednesday 21 May to Wednesday 9 July 2025.
	2.4.3 The consultation sought feedback on all aspects of the Applicant’s plans for the Scheme, including:
	2.4.4 The consultation also sought general feedback and other local issues or sensitivities that the Applicant should be aware of.
	Defining the Primary Consultation Zone (PCZ) and identifying consultees

	2.4.5 The Applicant devised a new PCZ for statutory consultation, within the area of the host local planning authority of Breckland Council and the neighbouring local planning authority of the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, both of whi...
	2.4.6 The PCZ extends up to two kilometres from the proposed Site, within which the solar PV panels and associated development are proposed to be located, with additional extensions around residential clusters, including:
	2.4.7 The PCZ was extended following the early-engagement workshops to account for changes to the Site.
	2.4.8 The extension of the PCZ was considered sufficient based on the anticipated impacts of the Scheme, ensuring engagement with members of the community who may be directly or indirectly affected during the construction, operation, maintenance or de...
	2.4.9 Figure 1 shows the PCZ for the statutory consultation. The PCZ contains approximately 7,000 residential and business addresses.
	2.4.10 In addition to local residents and businesses in the vicinity of the Scheme (as defined by the PCZ), the Applicant consulted with the following groups:
	2.4.11 A full list of consultees engaged as part of the statutory consultation, in accordance with Section 47 of the Act, can be found in Appendix 3. A full list of statutory consultees engaged as part of the statutory consultation, in accordance with...
	Publicising the consultation

	2.4.12 Consultation was undertaken in line with the requirements of the Act and the APFP Regulations.
	2.4.13 According to the requirements in Section 42 and Section 48 of the Act, notices publicising the proposed application were published once in a local, a national newspaper and The London Gazette, and Section 42 consultees were notified via a Secti...
	2.4.14 Regulation 4(2) of the APFP Regulations requires the Section 48 notice under the Act be publicised once in a national newspaper and for at least two successive weeks in one or more local newspapers circulating in the vicinity of the Scheme (see...
	2.4.15 The Section 48 notices were advertised in the nationally circulating publications listed in Table 4. The Section 48 notices were advertised in the locally circulating publication listed in Table 5.
	2.4.16 Letters were issued to statutory consultees on Wednesday 14 May 2025, as required by Section 42 of the Act.
	2.4.17 In addition to formal requirements under Section 48 and Section 42 of the Act, the Applicant used a variety of methods to make people in the PCZ aware of the Scheme and to advertise the consultation, in addition to the activities already outlin...
	Engagement activities and information provision

	2.4.18 During the statutory consultation, the Applicant used a range of methods to ensure an inclusive, meaningful and open consultation. The consultation used digital and non-digital methods of communication to ensure it could be accessed by all stak...
	2.4.19 As part of the statutory consultation, the Applicant hosted four in-person consultation events and two online webinars for members of the public to engage with. The list of the consultation events can be found in Table 7.
	2.4.20 The Applicant notes that an additional “pop-up” event was held in Castle Acre on Thursday 12 June 2025. The event was arranged in response to concerns raised during the pre‑statutory consultation briefing meeting held on Tuesday 6 May 2025 (see...
	2.4.21 This event was not included in the SoCC as it was arranged after the SoCC had been published.
	2.4.22 To publicise the additional session, the Applicant prepared a leaflet which was shared with Castle Acre Parish Council, uploaded to the Scheme website on Tuesday 3 June 2025 and displayed on local village noticeboards from Tuesday 27 May 2025.
	2.4.23 In addition to the consultation events, the Applicant met with local stakeholders to present the proposals for the Scheme. Table 8 provides a list of the stakeholder briefings held during the statutory consultation.
	2.4.24 The Applicant notes a second email invitation was issued on Thursday 19 June 2025 to non‑statutory consultees identified as stakeholders most likely to have a direct interest in the proposals, owing to local environmental, heritage, community a...
	2.4.25 The Applicant also notes that the meeting held with Norfolk Wildlife Trust took place outside the statutory consultation period, following an extension to the consultation deadline to Friday 18 July 2025 to ensure the availability of relevant a...
	2.4.26 The consultation materials used during the statutory consultation can be found in Table 9. Throughout the statutory consultation, all materials were available to view on the Scheme website.
	2.4.27 At the in-person consultation events, a range of materials were available for attendees to view, including Exhibition Banners, the PEIR, the NTS of the PEIR, the SoCC, and a selection of maps and plans. Information Booklets and Feedback Forms w...
	2.4.28 Consultation materials were made available in hard copy at the local information point and designated community collection points for the duration of the statutory consultation.
	2.4.29 Details of the information points and the availability of each document are set out in Table 10.
	2.4.30 All consultation documents were available upon request in hard copy and in accessible formats, such as braille or large print. Requests for a printed hard copy of the PEIR (including in accessible formats) would have been considered on a case-b...
	2.4.31 The enquiry channels listed in Table 11 were available throughout the consultation for members of the community and other stakeholders to contact the project team, ask questions, request further information or request printed copies of consulta...
	2.4.32 Respondents were able to provide their responses in the following ways:
	2.4.33 A total of 118 responses were received during this round of engagement through the online feedback form, hard-copy letters, emails and hard-copy feedback forms.


	3 Developing the Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC)
	3.1 Informal consultation on the SoCC
	3.1.1 Ahead of conducting the statutory consultation, a SoCC was prepared, consulted on and published following the process as prescribed in Section 47 of the Act.
	3.1.2 The Applicant began early engagement on the SoCC with Planning Officers from Norfolk County Council and Breckland Council in October and November 2024.
	3.1.3 The Applicant introduced the SoCC and shared a high-level timeline for its preparation and consultation during scheduled planning meetings on Tuesday 29 October 2024 and Tuesday 26 November 2024. A draft outline was also shared via email with Pl...

	3.2 SoCC consultation
	3.2.1 The Applicant identified Norfolk County Council and Breckland Council as relevant host authorities under Section 43(1) of the Act. The Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk was also identified as a neighbouring authority which has a dire...
	3.2.2 In accordance with Section 47 of the Act, the Applicant formally consulted the relevant host and neighbouring authorities on the SoCC.
	3.2.3 The draft SoCC was sent to Breckland Council, Norfolk County Council and the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk on Wednesday 5 February 2025. This marked the beginning of the 28-day formal consultation period, in compliance with the A...
	3.2.4 A deadline for responses was set for Thursday 6 March 2025. A reminder notification was sent on Thursday 20 February 2025.
	3.2.5 Breckland Council responded on Friday 21 February 2025 to confirm that they were satisfied with the Applicant’s overall approach to consultation. Their response also included four comments for consideration.
	3.2.6 The Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk responded on Monday 3 March 2025 with several comments for review. The Council expressed broad agreement with the Applicant’s intended scope as set out in the draft SoCC.
	3.2.7 Norfolk County Council submitted their comments on Tuesday 4 March 2025. Norfolk County Council welcomed the Applicant’s intended approach to engagement with local communities across Norfolk. They also provided several comments for consideration.
	3.2.8 The Applicant confirmed receipt of each response once received. A formal notification email was shared upon the close of consultation on Thursday 6 March 2025.
	3.2.9 Following the close of consultation, the Applicant reviewed and incorporated the feedback received where practicable. The Applicant issued a formal response to identified host and neighbouring authorities on Monday 31 March 2025.
	3.2.10 The SoCC was made available online and at the local information point on Wednesday 23 April 2025, in line with the publication of the Section 47 notice. The Applicant also shared a copy of the SoCC via email with stakeholders on Wednesday 23 Ap...
	3.2.11 A copy of the draft SoCC and the formal response letters issued to each authority via email will be included in the Consultation Report submitted with the Application.
	3.2.12 Tables 12-14 (below) detail all the feedback received from Breckland Council, Norfolk County Council and the Borough Council of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk, and the regard had by the Applicant.
	3.2.13 The Consultation Report and its supporting appendices will provide comprehensive evidence of compliance with the SoCC consultation process, including details of how all feedback was taken into account.

	3.3 Publicity under Section 47 of the Act
	3.3.1 In compliance with the publicity requirements of Section 47(6) of the Act, the SoCC was publicised in a locally circulating newspaper in advance of the statutory consultation beginning and the issuing of the Section 48 notice.
	3.3.2 This notice provided information on how the Applicant intended to engage with stakeholders and local communities during the upcoming seven-week statutory consultation.
	3.3.3 The Section 47 notice was published in print and online in the Eastern Daily Press on Wednesday 23 April 2025 (see Appendix 9).
	3.3.4 The Applicant notes that the publication date of the Section 47 notice was agreed in consultation with Norfolk County Council, to provide clarity for stakeholders and to take account of the proximity of the Scheme to RWE’s High Grove Solar Farm,...
	3.3.5 To distinguish the two schemes, the Applicant coordinated the timing of its SoCC publication with RWE, ensuring both were published in the same week. This approach was intended to minimise confusion within local communities by making clear that ...
	3.3.6 The Applicant continues to work in collaboration with RWE to co-ordinate planned engagement activities.
	3.3.7 A printed copy of the SoCC was displayed at the following local information point and community collection points from Wednesday 23 April 2025:
	3.3.8 The SoCC was available to view at each of the four consultation in-person events during the statutory consultation period, and a digital version was available to view and download from the Scheme website from Wednesday 23 April 2025.

	3.4 Compliance with the SoCC
	3.4.1 The table below shows how the statutory consultation held between Wednesday 21 May and Wednesday 9 July 2025 was undertaken in compliance with the commitments set out in the SoCC, as per the requirements of Section 47(7) of the Act.
	3.4.2 The Consultation Report and its supporting appendices will include all evidence of compliance.


	4 Compliance with the Act
	4.1 Overview
	4.1.1 The Applicant undertook consultation consistent with the commitments set out in the published SoCC, in accordance with Section 47(7) of the Act.
	4.1.2 Table 16 describes how the Applicant’s pre-application consultation activities have complied with these requirements in the Act.


	5 Responses to statutory consultation
	5.1 Feedback analysis
	5.1.1 The Applicant recognises its duty to take account of responses to consultation and publicity, in accordance with Section 49 of the Act.
	5.1.2 The Applicant is preparing a full Consultation Report to be submitted as part of Application. The Consultation Report will be in accordance with Section 37(3)(c) of the Act.
	5.1.3 In doing so, the Applicant’s Consultation Report will demonstrate how consultation responses have been taken into account during the preparation of the application.
	5.1.4 Throughout the period since statutory consultation, the Applicant has continued to consider feedback received, alongside the findings of environmental assessments and the Scheme’s Design Principles, and has made refinements to the design accordi...
	5.1.5 Changes arising from this process include, but are not limited to:
	5.1.6 The Applicant notes that many consultation responses raised broader concerns regarding the potential impact of the Scheme on cultural heritage assets within the Nar Valley region, particularly around Castle Acre, as well as matters relating to t...
	5.1.7 The Applicant is continuing its engagement with stakeholders and will consider how the Scheme design may further evolve in consideration of responses received.


	6 Next steps
	6.1.1 The Applicant is currently considering the responses from local councils as part of the ongoing design process and assessing how potential impacts of the Scheme can be avoided, managed or mitigated, and how this mitigation should be secured thro...
	6.1.2 The Applicant intends to undertake a targeted consultation, scheduled for September 2025, to accommodate a number of minor changes to the proposed development boundary for the Scheme. Further details will be made available in due course, and rel...
	6.1.3 All feedback submitted during the statutory consultation and targeted consultation will be responded to within the Consultation Report and included within the document with all personal details redacted.

	7 Appendices



